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c Derings wordes ſpoken on his death-bed 
Th Es 4 Tokye, The 26. of lune, 15 76, 
Go forgeue me my negligence; that I haue not vſed the 
pretious giftes of God laid vp within me, more to his glory 
in my time:? Let I thanke God that I haue not vſed them in 
vaine glorie, or to pleaſe the vaine affe ctions of men. 
After my death my enimies will become my friendes, except 
ſome that knowe me. not, and thoſe which haue no feelinge o 
the trueth: For I haue faithfully ſerued the Lorde and my 
Prince in a good conſcience. | 4 
A Preacher ſaying unto him: Itis for thee « great bleſſing that thou ſhal Þ 
: in peace, and goe from many troubles that our brethren ſhall beare 
andſee, He anſwered : I ſhall goe from many troubles and leaue 
ma ny behinde me. If the Lord hath appointed that his ſaintes 
ſhall ſuppe rogither, why goe I not to them: but if thete bee 
any ing or ſtaggering, our Lord reueale the trueth. 
Hearing one ſay, He hoped that in his ſilence, his minde was nexertheles 
exerciſed in e He a As a poore frayle man, 
and the leaſt of all the elect ſaints, yer beleeuing and lookinge 
on Chriſt my ſa luation. We ſhall all meete togither with the 
ſweet harmony of the Lord of hoſtes. What a cloude of v it- 
neſſes is heere: yet à little while and we ſhall (ce our hope 
we haue ouertaken the endes ofthe worlde which is come v p- 
pon vs, and we ſhall quicklie receyue the ende of our hope 
- which we have waited for. Afflictions, ficknes and payne, are 
but the worlds portions from the Lord. It is not to begin fora 
moment, but to continewe in the feare of God all our dayes: 
for in the ewinckling of an eye we ſhalbe taken away. Dallie 
noe with the worde of God, makenor light of it: Bleſſed are 
they thar vſe their tongues well when they haue ir, 
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An Epiſtle of M. Ed. Deringe, before 


his 24 Lecture on the Hebrues, which he 
preached the 6. of December, 1572. 


And gaue for a newe yeres gifte to 
the godlie in * & elſewhere, 


0 | 
To his verie louing friend Maiſter M, F. 


12 e out ward afflictiont and many fold troubles 
of a great nomber of gods childriẽ, whoſe traue 
& labour, fro day to day i had ſtil in experience, 
and the inward feelling of many woñded ſpirits, Whoſe 
wofull ſighes and bitter mournings, f beheld in other, 
and had tried in my ſelfe : it made me very deſirous to 
ſeeke for remedies, to ſtoppe the complaints of ſo grie- 
uous cryings, and to prepare our heartes in a ſtrong de- 
fence, that the fierie aartes of the Diuell might not 
wound vs. Upon this occaſion _—_ had to expound 
that place of f ApoFtle full of notable comfort: That 
Chriſte in the dayes of his fle he, offered vp prayers 
and ſupplications to him that was able ro ſaue him 
from death, with ſtrong cryings and teares, and was 
deliuered from the thinges hee feargd. J raried the 
longer in that matter, & declared more at large mat 
boldnes and aſſurance of wr ty Was offered heere vnto 
all that ſhould obey the worde. Which whẽ Thad done, 


45 God gaue me vtterance, the poore in ſpirit, to whom 
} applyed my ſelfe , one or two required mee to ſette it 
downe in writinge, that it might be profitable to manze, 
Which Wascomfortable to them. I dur ſt not reiect ſuch: 
4 good requeſt but fy Ss eras, [ deferredit , yes 


Ineuer forgot it, till 7 


written all as I was requi: 
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- GODLY LETTERS OF M. DFRINGE, 
ved. Which when 7 had done, I purpoſed then with my 
ſelfe, to make it yet more common, and ſet ut abroad in 
print: knowing aſſuredly, Where God wenld giue it 
#ncreaſe it ſhould bring forth the fruite of conſolation, 
that we might ſtande vpright in the day of exill. 
Thus hazing performed both the re queſt of others, c. 
wyne oWne defire, and the time fallinge out with the 
beginning of a neWweyeare, I thought it not amiſſe to 
offer my labour to you, Who 1 knowe would well accept 
of it a4 aneVWe yeares gift, though of no great price yet 
7 great good will : and though eaſilie obreyned.yer not 

irtle to bee eſtcemed. Therefore my deare brother, 
whom  loue in Chriſt, and reuerence in the Yeorlde 
as many Wayes } haue cauſe, 6 I offer it vnto you: 
The Lorde for his mercies ſake Wworke his ovrne good 
pleaſure, that ? may haue of you the finite that I de- 
Fre, and you the grace that ye ſtande in neede of : that 
as God hath greatly bleſſed you, and made your abound 
in many graces to the glorie of his name, the comforte 
of your friends, and the benefite of hie people: ſo your 
$oye,that it mighr be made perfect, you might alſo a- 
bounde in this, ro haue a ſtrong fairh again#t the daye 
of trial: Which God oj his mercie will ſurelie graunte 
vnto you, and finiſhe the good Works that hee 2 be - 
gunne. Though 7 loue not to ſpeake faire (for flatterie 
and deceytful pray ſuu, I ſee what miſch:ef they breed) 

et 7 feare not to beare you Witnes of your well doing: 
the ſpirit of God hath planted humilitie more dtepe in 
your brealt, then that pride and arrogancie can pull it 
aut. And in deede the better you are, the more e Feds 
«ll you doc ſte your oWne vn worthineſſe, that all your 
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GODLY LETTERS OF M. DERINGE. ; 
approche vnto God,the more you abhorre your ſelfe, “ 
2 that in 5 fleſhe there d welleth no goodneſſo. 


in 

it eAvraham our father, Job, Eſaie, and many other mam 
Bn, of excellent vertue in the fight of God,they baue beens 
L all aftoniſhed,to ſee ho we their righteouſnes hath bens 
& 3 [rattered away 4 the cloudes of the heanens. Paul 
he 3 cryeth out: O Wretched man that I am, who ſhall de- 


to I liner me from this body of death ! But becauſe Wee 
epe baue an enimig,that ſpareth not to diſplaye all our cor. 
yet * ruptions before aur eyes, to the ends be mipht make us 
not f dis paire, there fore we may be bold, to the en thning 
er, ef ourhope,to-ſet before vs againe, the ſpiritual grace 
Ide 3; that works within vn, to Aſſure our ſelues that Wwe bes 
on: 3 borne of God. So our Sanienr Chriſt prayſed manic 
that beleeued on bim, ſo did the ¶Apoſt la , ſo may we: 
de- ! and our heauenly Father will ratiſie and confirme 
* our wordes, When we ſprake the trueth, accordinge to 
the meaſure of ſaith that euery one hath receyued. So 
re S unt John bidderh vs ail be bolde, and nt bee decey- 
br Led: He that doeth the things that are righteous, him 
FE | ſelfe - righteous, and like vnto Chriſt in Whom hes is. 
aye + ſanit:fied. So may } ſay unto you, the grace of GOD 
2 * hath wrong ht rol 75 you x theſe Fa —— 
be- ef life, that ſo vn faine dly you haue ſought the Lorde. 
rie It can not beo 2 ſelfe, who are not able ſo much as 


ed) + rothinke 4g00 m—_—_ but it is of him, Whoſe ſeeds 
ng: | abidethin you. Aud although, becauſe you haue that 
ew =} treaſuremabrutleveſſell, you ſee ſometime the fruite 


of olde Adam, and the prickes of his tranſpreſſion- 
= Within your boWelles : Lev feare rot his — | 
S #«th wrought this wor? Toa are bought with a dearer 

price, then that ſinne may raigne againe within you, & 
VE. 8 44 410 


"GODLY LETTERS OFM. DERINGE. 
be that hath purchaſed you, hee Will not ſuffer his in- 
beritance to be Se, is neceſſarie you ſhould know 
your ſinne, or you could not vnderft ande howe great 
Were your redemption. But y our ſinnes can not ſepa- 
rate you away from him, who hath buried them in the 
— and will not ſee them any more. When you ſhall 
aſcende to come into his fight, the earth will holde her 


ewne, and keepe . ſinnes — . The pear- 
4 E 


ein ſerpent not clime to accu you, nor the croo- 
154 erpent 2 not hyde your * 3 from you. 
Tour care is caſt ypon him that careth for you, & you 
knowe him who hath ſpoken : All power is giuen vnto 
we in heauen and in earth. Te knowe him who hath a 
name aboue all names, that in the name of feſia all 
knees ſhall bowe : Euen hee that bought you With 4 


rice, and you are not your owne. If it bee poſſible for 

. — to wh e, then 2 it ible drains e 
Penta ſa iniurie. This boldnes you haue through 
bins Who hath made manife#t his grace vnto you, Fe 
you denying impietie & worldly concupiſcence. ſhould 
liue ſoberly, purely, and godly in this preſent life, and 
looke for the bleſſed hope * be reuealed, when 


all ſecretes ſhall be opened. To which iſſue and ha 
ende of life, the Lord bring both you i yours, * 
fellowſhip of his ſaints, to prayſe his holy name, when 
be ſhall make knowen vnto you his glone. vn ſpeabęa- 
ble, and crowne it with immortalitie, Amen. 


Farewell in Chriſt Ieſu, and pray for me. 
The 26. of December. 1572. Yours in 
the Lord to commaund, E d. Deringe. 
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23 knowe not howe glad I would 


ä „„ et ns HY 
Alctter of M. Ed. Deringe to his brother 
Maiſter R. D. me 

T He grace of our Lord Ieſus (hriſt be with you ener 
Amen. For Maiſter S. whether he be angrie or no 
7 knowe not if he be 775 is witneſſe betweene him and 
me howe litle I haue deſerued it, true it is, hee ſeemed 
not very wel pleaſed,but if God be pleaſed mans goad- 
w.. pe 0: itſhalbe recõciled, or ſhal not doe much hurt: 
7 1 I hae the loſſe in worldlie thinges, I am content to 
bieare it, and God will ſupply my want where am able 
to doe nothing. 7 had leuer be your Brother not worth 
== 4 grote, but hawimg 4 good — to praye for os, 


then haue (at 1 might) great liuing, & encomber my cõ- 


© 


= ſcience with much ſinne. And good Brother Dering, 
: here followe me, you ſhalbe a great deale richer then. 
$4 you are: ſtudie x = / cripture, reade bookes, bee able to 
{2 reaſon in your faith, 22 and aboxe all, haue 4 
3 lively feeling of God, that you thinks more vile of all 
the glorie of the world, then of the duſt of the earth : 
jon knowe we muſt all periſhe, and you muſt walke 
the way of all fleſhe : Our good Parents both Father & 
Mother, they are gone 2 you doe but Waite the 
time, and you muit goe after, your goods and landes 
muſt abide behinde,and the riches of your minde,they 
ere onely your owne. Tou are my eldeſt brother, & you 

2 fo to ſee you goe before 
me in Religion: God hath giuen you, neither 4 light. 


* 


4 heade nor | av vnderſtanding, if you woxld applie 
our. ſelfe unto knowledge, you ſhould then reape the 


Fruit of your labour in more gladne of heart then yet 
Von can imagine: begin once = little, and taſte how 
weer the Lord is, and you ſhall feele the riches of his 
Florie, and ſay : Happie be the time that ener I knee 
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1 42. Lor y good Brother, let not tbe Worlde deceiue you, 
tit i faithleſſe and deceipt full, when you ſhall lous it 
beſt, it will ſooneft deceyue you. Aud of me thinke 
thus that in the world I can not doe you ſo great 4 
leaſure, as continually to prowoke you to know God : 
and this I ſhalbe able to performe, though otherwiſe I 
alle able to pleaſure you nothing, and therefore I 
beſeeche you praye for me, and I will pray for you, & 
ſo the Lord God ſhall helpe vs both, that I may be faith 
full which Way am called, and you may bee ſuch as 
Ideſire, And for Maiſter S. or any other of ſuch high 
calling, I loue them in the Lorde, euen as I lowe myne 
oWwne ſoule, and will pray for them while they and I 
ſhall line : Though ] beare the loſſe of Worldly things, 
yet by the grace of C hrift,f will neuer loſe a good con- 
ſtience : and though they be angrie with me, yet I will 
not ſeaue to pray for them, and commit my cauſe vnto 


bath ſo well begun, and they ſhall(] truft) be through- 
lie taught, whom God hath alreadie ſo farre inſtru- 
ted. For my L. of C I haue bene once with him, but 7 
meane not yet to gor the ſeconde time, God will Worke 
his will, his name be prayſed for tuer. My L. of L. is a 
good man, I am often with him, I haue ſene in him ſo 
= tokens of a good ſpirit, that I reuerence him in my 
Heart & Wull ſerue him in Chrift all Wayes that 7 may. 
Whey you ſce me fauitie, but if you know not of any ſin, 
prone 40 farts from — vpright in wel 2 
Jet e comfort, if you ſee me greęued, let me 2 in 
Jon, 


ofthithat a linely æcale, Qholy knoWledg in you, and 


Gad, he will one day multiplie his graces, Where hee 3 


eAnd for my doing with any —_ praie you tell mm 


ow you pro feſſe the goſpell: & perſwade your ſel i , 


I . Siſter l make me g der then any biſhopriks . 
"IE | > r 
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1. in England. The Lorde God for his mercies ſaks that 
ie bath called you out of the kingdome of darkeneſſe, and 
be placed you in the fellowſhippe of his ſaintes in light, 


make you to ſeele the depth of his graces, that you ma 
1: be 3 con 2 and wade per 


** fite vnto the ende, Amen. Fare you well in (hrift Je- 
L ſu, and doe my hartie commendations to my ſiſter. 

5 From London, the xix. of Nauember. 

W Your louing brother Ed. Deringe. 
+ To his brother MaiſterR.D. | 
ne 73 He grace of our Lord feſw Chriſt bee with you e- 


#7 © wer, Amen. Good brother, ] would gladlie Write 
oftener vnto you, but otherwiſe I haue ſo much to doe, 
hat ſome time I forget many duetics. Another cauſ 
il u, I haue nothing to Write as I would, ſa I haue no 
ro pPleaſure to doe that I would not. So it is, that I am fore 
ce Lidden to preach: which grieueth me mo#t, then ſlaun- 
d erous reportes doe hurt me much, Where f Would fai- 
ve ſt pleaſe, ſo farre as I may in the feare of God. But 
7 how ſo euer things are, it is a bleſſed ſentence whiche 
he be hath ſpoken, who will ſurelie performe it: To them 
„ bat lone God, all things happen to the beſt, and pray 
ſo 2 for me good Brother, = I may holde ftedfaſt that 
1 loue, and wauer not in the faith of the goipell in which 
J. Nr haue aſſured life: and as I am bounde } truſt I will 
ne Pin for you, that your eyes may haue perfect & pure 
1 ght, to ſee the louing countenance of the Lorde which 
Jt. is better then life : ſo you 2 bee happie euen in tho 
in Auyet of your vanitic, aud when nature ſhall make yon 

Veelde to the neceſſitie of all fleſhe, to goe wal ke in the 


1d ef al the worlde, then ſhall yon . the fruite of 
he = your labour and ſay with gladnes: Lord nowe lett ſt 
i bou thy ſeruaunt depart in peace. This is al the” 4 
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bope we haue, and the ouely ioye that is to be looked for 
under the heauens : the nearer you ſhall feele it, the 
more you ſhall ſee it, it ſhall delight you and ſet you on 

4 ſure ground, that you ſhall th. 8 aſhamed for euer. 
The Lord God for his Chriftes ſake ſtrengthen vt all 
to ſo good a purpoſe, and the mutuall debte we owe one 
to another in the bound of nature, let vs paye it in this 
holy affection, to praye for our perſeuerance vnto the 
ende. And ac touching the iſſue of all my buſine ſſe, 
looke for the worſt, hope for the beft, and beare what- 
ſoeuer ſhall fall. ? truſt to God once I ſhall ſee the day 
wherein 7 (hall faithfully ſpeake it, euen as Saint Paul 
Vita mea ao eſt chara mihi, vt conſumã curſum meũ cũ gaudio 
T he Bb. and many other ſeelę occaſions again ſi mee. 
God bath ſtil rayſed me vp many Grmder Zur my hope 
it onely in him, that hath kept me hitherto,and not in- 
man, when 7 knowe What ende will come, you ſhall 
beare: If I would loſe the trueth I could winne the 
world, but that were a miſerable change. God bleſſe vs 
and ſende vs peace, make vs wiſe in his Goſpell, and 
ſtedfaſt unto the ende. My Wift hath bene I thanke 
od in no trouble, neyther was any toward her, that } 
Kue we of, if any fall, God hath made her rich in grace 
and knowledge to giue accompt of her doing. D. V. on 
frydaie laſt as I was about to preach,forbad me in hir 
aieſties name, ſo I ſtande now forbidden, not by the 
Bb. but by our Princeſſe, whom } beſeech God make 4 
bappie gouernour in his church, and many yeares to 
iue peace vnto his people. If we prayed as we ſhould, 
854 would make perſite the good worke hee hath be- 
un, and make vs ſee the peace of Jeruſalem all the 
3. es of our bf And beſeeche God, that wee may 
wiſbe ſo effectually bis mercies, that at laſt hee may 
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Y GoDLY LETTERS OF M,DERINGE, | : 
att vs vp in a bleſſed vnitie, that they whom he ha 
| fficted, — 1 Commende 4 all. Thanks 
i coſen, for her letters, and for the parſonage ſhe wri- 
eth of : I will not refuſe it if I may haue it, neyther 
vill I ſue for it though it were much better. If God call 
e to it, I pray God I may doe my ductie : if not, yet 
is will be done. I am perſwaded,if I be ſetled there, 
it ſhalbe a bleſſinge vnto the countrie : if not, without 
nne God keepeth thoſe that bee his. Farewell good Bro- 
Fer, And the Lord keepe you and all yours, eAmen. 
be 24. of December 1573. 
Your louing Brother, Edwarde Dering. 


To his Brother I. D. 
H God of all grace Who giueth vs eyes to ſee,and 


Y cares to heare,gine vnto vs euer his holy ſpirit, that 
3" the middeſt of a dark world, we may ſee the bright- 
Weſſe of his heauenly kingdome, and in this weake ta- 
Pernacle of ſmall cõtinuance, we may knowe the awvel- 
Ving place which we ſhall haue for euer in the reſurrec- 
ion of the iuft, Amen. I thanke you, good brother, 
er your letter, and for your care of my reconerie, but 
it of all becauſe you ſhewe a good teſtimonie of your 
inde, that the feare of God doeth dwell in you : of this 
n gladde, and I am ſure I ſhalbe glad. For I know 
Poe earneftlic I deſire it, and I ſee — vnfainedlie 


Nou are brought vnto it, and When the Lord in his good 


will, Chi 1 time ſhal make vs ſee more cleare 
owe great this bleſſinge is, we knowe wee ſhall reape 
e fruite of it in the ſight of bus preſence and in eternal 
Fife, this is enongh for vs: ftregth unto our hope,a ſtay 
Vuto our faith, a continuance vnto our lows, lett ite 


good 
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87 be ſure, whoſoener regardeth it not, or elſe embra. 


ceth the preſent worlde, he knoweth not God, nor 5 
bath euer ſeeve the length & breadth of immortalitie: 
Aud therefore good brother, (becauſe bleſſed are the 


eyes Which ſee that we ſee,) let vs ſtrenghten our ſight, 


With the ſweet oyntement of Gods ſpirite, that We may | 


get ſee more cleare, till through all the graces of GOD 


eur Father, we may ſee our bodies alſo raiſed vp from 
the dead, and our ſelues ioyned vnto our Sauior Chriſt 
by decree and ſentence which neuer ſhalbs reuerſed, 
me you bleſſed unto eternal life: unto this, 4 good 


conſcience will carie vs with ioye & gladnes. Beyond: 


this our ſenſes faile vs, au d our hearte is able to com | 


rehende nothing of the glorie which we ſhall ſee. Oni 
* ; — it is 5 — _ greatneſſe I _ 


neither 25 nor heare, nor comprehende With though: 


Aud therefore þ euer thinge — AY vs, or if eue 


We haus ſcene pleaſure, or can Wiſhe the thing in Which 


this, Which alone is all, and no bod ly ſhall take it from. 


E 15 Al, Anu A cor 
vs. eAnd ſure brother, this is true, if God haue receß-· 
wed vi to that bleſſed kingdome, he hath appointed ib: 


' + good works of God be finiſhed in vs. e Aud of this Wn | ſirecreati 
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Wo my | 
we would reioyce, let vs turne all our affeftions hither | 
with harte and ſoule, lift and ſtrength, to delight i 


1 


time in which he will giue vs his ſpirite ( though not 3 


fullee) to comprehende it, yet ſo farre to ſee it, that wee 
will accounts all the worlde to be but dunge, to the ende 
We may winne (brift. And this } am perſi waded,good 


f that you ſhall vſe the worlde as though you vſed it 
mot, 10 be here with men, as one whoſ⸗ Ears 


wich the Angels ef God, vſing your calling in any godly 


re 


7 ſpok 
Itribul⸗ 
brother, God hath and will give plentifullie unto you, | 


heauet 
ctified 
p 


is Wee | recreation, but haning your heart neareſt unto God, thas 
whre. he anc it : and the Lorde graunt you this bappines, tha 
7 yet Wall che pleaſure of your life maye bee in deeds acc 
tlitie: 


able, ſuch 4740 not after be mingled with ſhame & 


e the Nerrewe. And } beſeeche God bleſſe my good Unele'B. 
ſight, aud make him now to know, which in bis tender yeres 
may I be could not ſee + for the Worlde Was then darke, and 
10D ue were blinde in it: but ſince we haue bene lightened 
from with the goipell of the Lorde peſus, and ſo much more 
brit Nrarneſtlie nowe we mult pray that it may be unto vi 
rſed, Nhe goſpell of healthe, and wee may increaſe in the 
good N wiedge of the myiterie of it. Aud the Lorde open 


is gracious countenance reuealed in it, wnto my 
lunte, that ſhee may alſo male a bleſſed chaunge, ts 
Only (Were vaine imaginations of her own minde, which are 
ran. Il of ignorance, and learne the ſcripture, which can 
gu. make knowen wnto ber the lininge God. And com- 
euer nende me hartilie vnto them both, to whom | wiſhe as 


hich Wo my ſelfe. 


her Your louing Brother, Ed. Pering. 
121 > 

. A comfortable Letter written by Maiſter Ed. 
” q Deringe, ro a Chriſtian Gentlewoman, 

the $ 


in heauines of ſpirite. 


FT is true (good Maiftres H.) which the ſpirit hath 
3 7 n we feele it by experience, That by many 
Jrribulations we muſt enter into:the kingdome of 
heauen. This is a common decree which God hath ſan- 
dit Y ified to be a lot for all his children. So the authonr 
end finiſher of our faith,Jeſus Chriſt him ſelſi was 
jg mace perfict. Juto bis ſimilitude we are alſo predeFtvs 

| nate 
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n 
nate that we ſhauld firft die with him, and then be par- 
takers of 3 Lett vs not therefore refuſe thy che a5 
condition 445 in Which we baue the Lowſhopp of all 


this lo 


the Saintes of. God, but rather conſeſſe with the hal 2 
eApoitle, T hat bleſſed is the man who endureth !“ 
temptation. But becaxſe all affiiftions are bitter for the Fe 
preſent time, and when the minde is ſbaken with ſor. / —_ 
rowe, it is then moiſt eaſille caſt downe of the enemie Pe 
let vs learne _—_ What our trowbles are, and be pre- eb 
pared of remedie in the day of triall. Al our afflicti 4 
ent are eyther according to the fleſhe, in hunger, colde, MO 
2 ſhame, contempt, ſlaunder, cc. or accor- rn a 
ding to the Spirite, in lamentations and mourninge,, fee 2 
which the Worlde knoweth not. The firſte euilles art jw n 
eaſilie borne, for they are all but vanitie, and in vanine © , 
they ſhall dye : if we ſee no fauour in the ſight of they” 
Sunne that ſhineth not here acceptable unto vs, When 854 ; 
we haue payde the debt we owe vnto death, the Lorde ; 4 5 
will deliuer us from all the iniuries of men. But in ti. 2 


behalfe let me cofore my ſelfe, God hath ſer you fies fri Ar. 


uch affiiftions. Tour goodes are unto you in 4 liberal 1 
portion, ydur life made happie with a — huſbande, , 252. 
your calling acceptable under 4 gracious and good tr of 


Miſtreſſe, in Whoſe ſight you haue founde fanour, in g, 
this eftate you feele no trouble therefore I let it paſſe. 3 — 
T he other affiitian which is of the ipirite, and which Y 


can not be reſiſted with any earthlie bleſſing, looke fir Serip 


it aſſuredlie, for it will come vnto you, that you may: | 

755 with Chriſt, and reigne With him 5g — ng I Ja 
T heſe troubles by come many wayes, enen as the hi-  ,— 
rite of God doeth leade vs vnto life. Firſt we are com. — 


manded to learne & knows the worde of God, A 4 
d ; | tb 


—ů ——ů— H— 


1 


be par- 


ſe tha 
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this looke for many tentations,the enimie will trie wbhi - 
che way to plucke that out of our heartes : Out of the 
worde we mu#t learne a precious faith, and holde that 


P of al vnmoueable before God: againſt this What temptations 
| bely are berweene heauen and earth, yon ſhal feeele our por- 
Ureth tion,if any thing poſſible ck 8 Jou. With faith 
1 the you mu#t ioyne a liuelie hope, which is, a longinge aps 
t ſer. prehenſion of Gods glorie: in this alſo Sathan will pre- 
ene, termitte nothing to quenche your Tale it may 
. dead, and to * your minde that you may ſee 
ay ein , Without theſe you can not poſſiblic line, and 
colde into the ſe you can not poſſiblie come, but fir#t you ſhall 
_ feele what is the ſtrength of ſinne. And yet notwith- 
2 ſtanding faint not, the Lion hath ouercome Which is o 

e tribe o f Iuda. The force of the Serpent ſhall bruſe 
2 our heele, but it ſhall not take away from vs the head - 
„ _ piece of ſaluation. Learne therefore firft the worde of 
n a" 60d, this 15 the ſeede of regeneration, by Which wee are 
0. ki nade newe creatures this is the bread of ſpiritual nou- 


riſhment, by Which we are growne vp into eternall life, 
This is the weapon of our Warfare,by whiche wee may 
wounde and driue away our enimies. T his is the Scep- 


ter of our glorious kingdome, by Which wee doe knowe 
3X '-at God doeth reigne in vs. T ake this vnto you, the 
3 ſvielde of your defence, the ftrength of your 775 the 
viſedome of your heart, and the ſaſetie of your ls 

mended vnto you in the worde of Chriſt. Searc 
Scriptures, and ſeale it in your heart with a good per: 
7 * e that it is the word of God and of 1. and bee 


Le de 


hat grauen in it an expreſſe image of cternall treeth. 


Er it awell plentifullie within you, and your heart is 
emed With a moit ftrong defence, all animies ſball fall 
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" before it, the wiſedome of the Wiſe ſhalbe brought to 
| nougbt, and the councell of the prudent ſhalbe made 
fookiſh, the Wayes of the > Foes! nv ſhalbe ſcattered, 
and the ſcorners ſeate ſhall bee throwen downe, ſo true 
it is that the Lorde hath ſpoken. Bleſſed is the man- 
— delight is in the Lawe of the Lorde, and whoſe 
meditation is init day and night. Lett vs then bringe 
downe the hautineſſe of our mindes, and receyue with 
meekeneſſe the worde grafted in vs, Which can ſaue 
our ſoules. To this 40 of vnderſtanding, when God 
hath brought vs, then let vs pray to be deliuered from, 
remptatio, and take heede we — uct ſpoyled of ſo great 
4 treaſure. Me haue three eSþeciall enimies in this be- 
halfe, of which S. Paule biddeth vs all beware: the one 
11, Phyloſophie, that is, 4 vayne and curious ſear- 
ching of Gous myſteries, or meaſuring things reuealed 
according to our vnder ſtandinge, With which tentati- 
ons whyleſt our Fathers were ouercome, they became 
fooliſhe in their owne imaginations, and chaunged the 
glorie of God into the likeneſſe of a corruptible man-, 
waking Images, praying to eAngelles, imageninge of 
ſoules like lirtle children, deniſing Purgatorie, reaſo- 
ning of Gods wi ſedome aboue our capacitie: A if we 
be predeſtinate we may liue as we liſt, if Wee are com- 


manded to worke, if our dayes are nombred, why ſeckg 


We any ſafetie to our life, 7f the Angeles doe keepe vs | 


in all our wayes, that we ſbal not hurt our foote againſt 


a ſtone, why feare wee any falling ? Theſe phantaſies, 
and Worſe then theſe, diſquict our mindes and fight | 


within vs againſt our humble obedience to the worde 
of God. Mhich all when we haue ouercome· (and ſais 


With the Prophete: ſecrete things are for the Lorde, but 
5 things | 


A er 
* 


. 22 7 n % ö N 
28 * , ms Oy 3 wk COM AKAD =, CE er a. Ku 8 N ; 
"I 101 ; * 4 r KS TIP # z3 53 IN c by. 


things rencaled for vs and our children) yet hang ws 
no peace. 4 econde enimie riſeth v greattrthenw 
the firñt, which Saint Paule calleth The traditi6ns of 
men, for the heart of man Which drinkgthin erreur, 
as the grounde doeth drinks water, is very obſtinutlis 
bounde With olde cuſtomes and longe continuance, 
meaſuring trueth Which is pure ang holy, only by time 
which is corrapt and euill, and not onely this, but na- 
tare alſo hath inflamed our affettions to loue to much 
our fathers wayes, to like their opinions, to efteeme 
their indgementes, to prayſe their doeinges, to com- 
mende their age, to wo of their names, till throughs 
manie entiſements We are at laſt bewitched, our wiſe- 
dome is ſtolen away, and trueth is taken from vs : ” 
this meanes all corruptions which haue oxerflowed the 
earth, haue ſtill wyde roomes in the heartes of manie, 
The Popes ſupremacie, Latin ſeruice, prayer for the 
dead, Maſſes, Diriges, Pardons, Pilgrimages, Sen- 
ſinge, and all poperie, with the authours of it, Poper, 
Cardinallt, Monks, Fryers, all which haue neither 
trueth, nor ſhadowe of trueth: not one worde of thems 
is in all the Goſpell of ¶ hriſt, onely olde cuſtome hath 
bredde it in our bones, and an opinion of our fathers 
hath printed it in our breftes, and wee Will not ca#t it 
out. But the Lorde be thanked, who hath had mercia 
vpon vs, to make vs holde faite the words of trueth, 
What ſoe uer our fathers haue vainely taught vs, and 
yet we are not in ſecuritie. But a thirde enimie is in- 
the harte of man, that the worde of God may not haus 
his perfect honour, and that is an opinion conceyned 
of earthlie thinges and planting of holynes in corrups 
Bible creatures, as in eMeates, Drinkgs,Dayes, Gare 
3 mentes, 
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ment, conditions of life, places, tymes, (ceremonies, 
neyther hearing our Sauiour Chriſt, that j od is a ſpi- 
rite, and onely hee is to bee Worſhipped in Spirite and 
Trueth. Neither his Ayoftle Paule, That the Ele- 
ment of that worlde commende vs not vnto God, for 
neyther if we eate, are we euer the Worſe: neither if we 
eate not, are we euer the better. Theſe and many great 
temptations ſtand againſt vs aſſoone as we would giue 
ouer our ſelues to the worde of God, Whiche is the be- 
. ginning of a chriſtian life. Trowe yon that in the con- 
tinuance of our courſe and journey, before we come at 


our Sanionr ¶ Briit, ſhall we not be ſifted and tryed to | 


ſee What is within vs ? And you 


_ Maitre, H.) 
— this to your ſel ſe, tell mee 
ne 


owe you haue lear- 


brift hath his Goſpell bene peaceable in you from 


the firit day till nowe, without all comradittion ? Was 


your mynde neuer puſfed vp in vayne imaginations? | 
Did the traditions & perſwaſions of men neuer ſhake % 
our thoughte ? Hane you not bene tempted With op.. 
viont of creatures, as though ſome were more holy. ſome | 
wore prophane ? 7 knowe as you long after (brit and 


deſire his trueth in ſingle heart : fe 0 h1s grace you hanue 


not, without ſharpe and bitter tryalls, and the more 


cely the worde of God ſhall poſſeſſe your ſoule, and I 
1 your heart with all deſire of it, hs more you ſhall X 


Fele what ſight is againſt it, looks for the like in all 
your life, and when you approche to the true ſtare of 


God, 72 our heart to the ſtronge#t aſſault, The 
Goat | 


Worde o hus made knoWwen onto vs, and when 


We followe it with all our ſiule, that wee may haue a J 
diuely faith to reioyce at the promiſes of God, to frare 
at hy threatninge,and feele a full perſwaſion of acer* 
. tains 
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¶ irinmphe and nayled it vponthe crofſe'frb henceforth 
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tine per formance AF his wordes : O Lorde, what 
55 the malice of Sathan! And though many tempta- 
tions are againit vs, the longe profperitie of the wie- 
led in which they triumphe, whyle the oodneſſe of 
God proutheth them ſtill to repentance, the bitter ſighs 
ting of the godly, in which they mourne under manie 
croſſes, whylet God maketh their faith pretious before 
him: theſe haus rooted quite out of the heartes of the 


Ga 0 the faith and trueth Whiche they owe unto 


God, ſo that againſt all his iudgementes, they haue 0+ 
pened their mouth, and ſaid aloude:Whereis the pro- 
miſe of his comming? And àgainſt all his mercies 
they haue proclaymed Warre,and ſaide, They wil not 
haue Chriſt to reigne over them. But theſe tempta- 
not ¶ vriſt hath ouercome in vs, and giuen vs his ſpi- 
ite, in Which we knowe aſſuredlie that the Lord reig - 
neth: neyther ſlacketh he his comminge, as many ac. 
counte ſlacknes, but he Will come, and his glorie ſhabs 
knower. And yet We are not in peace, but Sathan 
will ſifte vs another Way : he will laye our ſinnes before 
vr, to makg vs ftare, that tht promiſes of God — 


wot vnto vs, and this of all temptations is the greatesr, 


Vet we feare not, for What belongeth to all our fnnes, 
which (brit hath not borne ? ſorrowe, ſicknes, death, 
1 hel, condemnation, were they not in his body, and are 
they not all crucified upon the 3 
from t ou 7 ö 

al from them, & hath he not broks the chaynes of death, | 


hen © 


croſſe ? Is he not riſtus @ 


and ſo is aſcended into glorie If this bee my feare bes 
canſe I am a ſinner, rather let mee reioyce, for Chrntt? 


bath taken my ſinnes vpõ him, & hath buried the deer 
per then the bottome of the Sea, he hath led it openly 


i” 
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ef gr exermore it hath no ftregth,Whoſoexer ſcene te 
olowr it as redd as ſcarlet, or make it like purple, it is 
i nothing, and caſteth but a vayne terrour before 
our e: We Will neuer denie this but freelie confeſſe 
er, that we be miſcrable ſinners, and not Worthie to 
te vp our eyes to heauen, but Who will lay our ſinnes 
0 our charge, nowe God hath er v? of what 
dune can ret upon vs, now Chrift hath waſhed them 
ewaye ? T hat Which once was in fight with Chriſt, 
and he hath ouer come it, who ſhall ſet too his hande 
the ſecande time,to make the victorie perfect? This s 
true, and exerlafting trueth hath ſealed it vp, that 
ſinne is aboliſhed for euer and euer, howſoewer wee 
feare or tremble, or bee faint harted, yet before the 
Lorde With Whom our life is hidde, there it no pril. 
no daunger, no feare, but peace & righteouſnes with- Þ 
ent ende. Let our ſinnes be neuer ſo great, neither wee 
wor our ſinnes can chaunge the nere T eftament, that © 
od is merciful to our 3 will blot out all our 
tranſgreſſions: therefore thus care is paſt, that our 
finnes be many, the more they are, the greater is hi 1 
mercy, who-hath forgiuen them. And this is the to- 
den Whith God hath giuen vs, that we are bis, becauſ 
we are grieded with our ſinnes, for our Sauior Chritt * 
Euercame ſinne With paynes and ſufferinges which be. 
ong unto it, ana this is the badge of our redemption, 


» 2 
ES 
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go be made like him in afflictions, wee haue ſinne, and ' 
abhorze it, it woundeth vs With feare, it ſetteth be- 
Wore vs condemnation, We haue a ſence and feeling of 
Gods anger again#t it, and hell gnawerh v pon our ©; - 
oules becau Caf rranſgreſſion 8 bleſſed ſtate, and 
Freaſurs of glaans, this was the mage of Chrifte * 


when 


7 PR 
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when be onercame ſinne, a marke of my redemptions 
in myne owne fleſhe,that I ſhould not fainte. As the 
ſunne maketh the dey, and the night darkenes, ſo this 
aſfiction of ſinne is the badge and cogniſance of our 
certaine forgiuenes. e And herein fee the goodnes of 
God, which turneth all things to the boſt ta thoſe that 
loue him. Through feare of ſinne the Dinell fighteth 
a gainſt us, without feare of ſinne we could neuer 

boldnes: through anguiſhe of heart the Diueil would 


euerwhelme vs with ſorrowe: without anguiſh of hart 


we could neuer haue iaye. In feelinge Gods anger, the 
Diuell would make vs to 2 : wit haut feelings 
by threatning, and trembling before him, we could ne- 
uer haue ſtregth of faith, that his mercies are for euer. 
In all ſuffrings I am like to Chriſt, they are the marks 
ef mine adoption, that I am his childe. Doe wee not 
2 heare the Lorde ? Him ſelfe doeth ſheake, If wee bee 
2 wichour correction, then are we baſtardes and not 
ſonnes: and to ſhewe What aur correction ſhalbee, hee 
N ſayeth in an other place: If we bee planted with him 
into the ſimilitude of his death, then ſhall wee alſo 
be partakers of his reſurrection. Who hath beard ſa 
great ſaluation as this! Exery Weapon Wherewith the 
enenue ſtriketh, the ſame armeth vs to greater ſalua» 
tion: And curry wounde that we doe receyne.the [ame 


cConfirmeth vs to 4 ſurer life. Then (as before I ſaide) 


care not for ſinne, for that is aboliſhed, ſo here I maye 
adde, care not for hell, for the nearer wee feele it, the 
= further we are from it. Let them ftare ſinne that feele 
it not, and let them be afraide of condemnation that 

2 kyawe not What it is, vppon Whom deftruttion ſhall 


„ ume. ſudenlie as an armed man. Our eyes haue bens. 
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pt waking, und yr haue ſeene our ſinnes : our hart: 
Baue faintrii beforethe anger of the Lorde, And wee 
baxe not deſpiſod bis heauenlie callinge,therfore in the 
Ay of rrouble; we ſhall haue reſt. In this * Waſon 
We will liue and die: and if our ſoules ſhonld melte for 
Fare within vs, atthough the Larde ſhould kill vs, yet 
World we trieff in him. Abraham belerued in the 


Torde, aud it Was imputed wnto him for righteowſ) nes, | 
if our hop 


4 weer, Ser. beleeued vnder hope: an 
ſeemed to be taken from vs, yet would wee patientlie 
wayte the Lords leaſure, untill hee ſaue our hope 4. 
— at the leaſt our faith might haue againe the 
orie and truetb of full aſſurance. Another thing we 
mu labour in;and in another thinge Wee ſhall haue 
temptation, and that is, that wee may ſee What is the 
loris of God and immortal life : herein lett vs medi- 
tate in our beddes, and thinke on this in our ſecret pla- 
ret, in the middeſt of our companies, let theſe copitati- 
owns be often in our hartes, and in all places let 25 be 


our muſes. When we ſhal appre hende With all the ſer- 


mauntes of God What is: the beight , the bredth,lthe | 


dength, the depth, Wee ſhall knowe that the glorie is 
eat of tmmortalitie, and he is onely to bee 2 
ho ſhall ſrme in hononr when this vanitic is ouerpaſt 
His ftrength ii great that layde the fiundations of the 


World, and his brightnes exceeding, that made the 


Swunng and the Moone, His treaſure and ritche, are 
aboue meaſure; who hath giuen Princes their galde 
and ſiluer and other pretions ſtones for the honour of 
man: he in deede is of excellent maieſtie, who is King 


F K ings, and Lord of Lordes, aud his power is abous 
all, Who maketh ficknefſe his meſſengers, and ye 
7 2 IS. 5 is f 
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his minifter,till he ſhall aboliſhe them both. For bs © 
mercies are unipeakable, that forgineth vs all aur 
ſfinnes, and his goodnc is great, who bath had regarde 
to the children of men. From nothing hee brought vs 
into life, he kept vs from the graue, he will reftore-vs, 
and make vs ſee his glorie. When I would thinks on- 
this my ſoule is compaſſed with dulnes of fleſhe, that 
7 cannot ſee the fulnes of his fauour: When I would 
conſider in my heart What is his grace: Darkeneſſe o- 
werſnadoweth myne vnderſtading, & all my thoughts 
doe vaniſhe in his immortalitie. . would fpeake 
of his loutag Kkindnet, my tonge cleaucth to the raote of 
my mouthe, and my Worde ſtickę faite within my 
lippes. But this one thinge in all myne _— cats 
perceyue, that his glorie is exceeding great, Whoſe glo- 
rie I can not comprehende, and the life is longe, ap- 
pointed vnto man, Where his heart and winde can %e 
u ende. If all theWorlde were à flowing water, and 
euery yeare one droppe ſhould be diminiſhed, the Sea 
ſhould be all made drye, and the bettomes of the deeps 
foould appcare, before he ſhall ceaſe to lywe, Whom God 
hath ray ſed from the dead, aud this breadth & wide» 
xeſſe betweene heauen and earth, if it ſhould hee filled - 
vp, and encry yeare but one handjull of earth added ts 
re Worke:yet ſaoner ſhould the great diſtance bee cis- 
ſed vp, and the emptie places made full, then hee ſhall 
ceaſe from ioye and gladnes, Who ſhall ſtande in the 
reſurrection of the ist. This is the glorie that hath 
neither (pot nor blemiſhe,before which me thinketh not 
only Princes and the glorie of the warld, but the Sunn 
and Moone & all the hof tes of heauen are nothing els 
but meers vanities for deat: ſhadomeil the gloric of 
warn 
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den the graue cloſſeth vp in little roame the ambitions 
beart, Which before was enlarged from Eaſt to Meſſ. 
And the Heauent that are high and free from death, 
yet are halden vnder the tyrannię of enuious and con- 
ſuming tywe, in which they ſhalbe chaunged: Only the 
Lord is in honor and maie ſtie, who hath ſet eternitig 
rounds about him, and caft out tyme vnto confuſion, 
Oh Lorde, where are their eyes that ſee not this, or 
their bearts that ſte and regarde it not! Wha hath be- 
Witehed them, in the countenances of men, to carrie the 
bearte of beaſt es, and to forget the latter ende. The 
Lorge turne them that runne aſtray, that they may 
owe and ſee where is their glarie, but the tempta- 
ian haue onertaken them. Which are againit our 
bonaxr when the Lorde ſhall deliuer them from euill, 
they ſhell giue thankgs and reioyce with vs, that they 
Aa haue cy es to ſee. And bleſſed are you (good Mi- 
res H.) and God bath uiſited you in an acceptable 
time,whoſe heart he hath touched with feare, & Whoſe 
effk ions he hath filled with hunger and thirſt, that 
ves ſbould mourne for the redemption that it in (brift, 
and be pleaſed with nothing but with the grace of his 


0 comntenance. This is a Schoolemiſtret to bringe you 
1 wnto him, and a bond to tye you faite, that you ſhall 


wot be ſeperated: and accompliſhe } beſeeche you, this 
good Worke of his 2 till you loue the Lord Withall 
Jour heart, and til you can ſay With the bleſſed Apo- 
Ale, I deſire to be diſſalued, and ta be with Chrilt. 
or this purpoſe wee are cha ſtiſed of the Lorde, and 
wih our faith tryed, at _ it ſhalbe made ſtrong, 
tat With it we may quench all the figris nne 
e than 
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«th, we may fay Lal Lorde, nowe letteſt thou th y ſer- - 
an- uaunt depart in peace. Which I beſeeche God the fa- 


on, Pray, pray, pray, praye, this is your beſt ſeruice 
, or whereſoeuer your duetie is moſt bounde. 
e. 8 | 


the Letters of Ed. Der. to Maiſtres B. 


"ay G Race, mercie and peace from God our Father, ec. 
ta- } had much leuer good Maiſtres B. come my ſelf 


Mr then write unto ya, but as other things are farre con- 
ill, trarie to 7 defire, (0 is it in my comming vnto you, & 
bey } am conitrayned rather to write then tb como, but 


2 God appointes our wayes, whether I come and be with 
ble jon, or elſe be other where and heare from you, 7 truft 
ſe ad am perſwaded, that both I ſhall heare mY you, _ 
at and yeu ſhall haue the ſame conſtancie in the lone of 
ſt, wreth and ſtill incraaſe in the knowledge of it, till the 
1 good grace of God haue made the worłę perfect that 
„ WM «hath begunne, and you with all your harte and all 
our ſoule doe feare the Lorde, and delight in all obe- 
1 dience of his holy will. Mhereunto though we be ſuf- 
ill ficientlie perſwaded by the nature of goalines it ſelfe, 
5 Which all men doe prayſe, and the rig hteous doe lous: 
| yet a greater prouocation is in you, becauſe God hath 
d iuen jou a good eftate, in whiche your example ſhalt 


H doc goed to many, and becauſe good hath filled you 
- ich a bartic a Tab to teſtiſie his Religion, bat you 
* may 


| _ - GODEY'ERBTTERS or M;DIRINGE: 
acer dingly in al weldoing ſurmonnt the praiſe 
—— — 2 and clbeciall / he that hath 
called you is holy, that you may expreſſe his ſimilitude 
and libęnes in all your wayes, and this good conrſe 
through euill dayes, when God of his mercy ſhall make 
Freight unto vs wee ſhall ſee then What is the latter 
end. Our hartes ſhalbe ſatiſfied with it, and our tonge 
ſhal ſpealę not as the World doth, bleſſed are the * 
7 or bleſſi d are the mighty, for all the ſe ethane win ge. 
to flie away, and highe eſtates to fit dovene in the duſt, 
When man mut goe make his bed in the darke, and 
ſay to coruption thou art my father, aud to the Worme 
thou art my mother and ſiſter, but our ſouge ſhalbe in 
better her monie, and wee ſhall ſay with the Prophet 
Dauid, hleſſed is the man that ſeareth the Lorde aud 
delight; greatly in his commanndemits:For When all 
hatred-ſhall growe againſt this, aud all adverſity ſhall 
Aryne to come vppon it, yet all is nothing and ſhall nov 
mone it. For When our hart is ftrenghvened with this 


grace , wee ſer our portions in all eſtates and tymes: 


in diſcredit, we ſes praiſe, in pouerty, riches in anger, 
— in — — — p and.in 
death, life, yea Whatſoener in — A of bocdlie, in en- 
vie of ty me in uncertainty of eſtate in danger of life, 
or in any thinge els, becauſe nothinge can ſeperat v3 
from the loue of God, nothinge can turne vnto our 
harme, for Wee haue his promiſe that is able to per- 
forme it, that to thoſe that loue God all things happen 
for the beſt. This purpsſe of life is ſoone had, and thu 
eourſe is eaſly begon, but the frute of it doth not vade 
vor the gladnes of it ſhall neuer bee loſte ſo that wee 


hal nat, nor by the grace of Ged wes Will nit for ſo 
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GODLY LETTERS OF M. DERINGE, 
litle labour loſt ſo great 4 reward, nor for 4 litle 
pleaſure which vainlie wee thinks is in other thinges, 
receaue the reward of our fooliſhnes which aſſurediie 
wee knowe hath euerlaſtinge grief, wee haue not ſo 
vnfruictfullie learned Chriſt nor ſo vnhappelie genen 
witneſſe of his trueth, But better tbinges belonge vnto 
vs, in better wayes wee Wl run our courſe, in a better 
hope lay downe our bodies: The children of the 
woride ſhall make the worlde thesr portion, Wee lodke 
for another citty of Which the Lord is the workeman, 
and wee will not buylde vp our unhappines inthe 
vayne deſires and concupiſcence of this World, neither 
yet (ſainge God is good to vt to fill our dayes with 
peace) will wee deny any comfort that is offered vs in 
this preſent pilgrimage, but ſceingethe earth is the 
Lardes and all that therin is, wee haue perfect plea- 
ſure in frendes, riches, authoritie, honnor : if all bes 
Mis? All are pure: if all bee of him? In all is pleaſure: 
for where his kingdome is, there is righteouſnes and 
peace and ioye of the haly Ghoſt: and ſorrome and 
finne is caſt out, only let ws care as all thinges are 
£094, ſo we vſe them: and as they are corrapt,ſo to let 
them alone. St. Paule teacheth that to the pure all 
thinges are pure, but to the impure all thinges are 
impure: And the thinges of this worlde are made 
accordinge to the conſcience of man: Houlde this 
to remember it at noone et, and lett our 
veynes” inſtruct vs in it in the night ſeaſon , that. 
wee foell our hartes inflamed With the loue of 
od. and that it may bee acceptable unto vs as 
our owne life, to ſert forth his praiſe * That wee 
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GODLY LETTERS OF M. DERINGE. 
| bis werkes, and then the Lorde hath 
rome of libertie, where we Wwalkg wi baldnes in good 
delight of his creatures: and in deed and in truath thu 
it is when this affliftion hath taken roote Mithin mee, 
and [ feele. the Works of it perpetually within my 
minde, whether be following my Hawke or my bowle, 
make a more acceptable ſacrifice ta God, then-the 
arte barren of this loue of God can doe: though the 
&nee bowe ar the * ſay, prayſed be the Lorde, fir | 
very one that ſayeth, Lorde, Lorde, ſuall not enter in- 
kingdome of heauen, but in Whom ſa euer the 
laue of God doeth reigne, and hath driuen aut the 
/ lewde deſires of  diſſolute minde, him God hath cho- 


en, and the ſpirit of his ſanne ¶ hriſt cryeth within- 


him, Our Father: yet I meane not here to iaſtiſie theſe 
worldly minded men, to wbom the day is to ſhort for 
their vaine playes, except they reach it ous till mid- 


night at Cardes and Dice : ſuch peaple as they, com- 


monly fill all their delightes with blaſphemie ,. ſo lett 
— that the — of the lim 1 fe 
felt, but the god of this warlde hath blinded their vn- 

. beleening heartes, and in their uncleannes there I | 


Gad they neuer 


leaue them, till the . of their youth bee rotten in- 
their bones, that they may finke deepe in their owne 
ame. My meaning is, that the man of God Whoſe 
ſoule doeth thirſte to ſee his glorie, and hath the toe 
of his life in immortalitie, in reſpect of the which hee 
accounteth all the worlde to be but dunge: I ſaye,that 
man may haue true delight in the dayes of his. vani- 
tie, the 2 of the dogge, the flying of the birde, 

the qualities of all creatures, they were made for him: 


and br is iniuriens to the blood of Chriſt, that nm 0 
— : .£ ; 


vs ina large 


hy 19.49.00 | 
dur recreation, to comfort the frailtie of weake 
aud to bring refreſhing to a wearie ſpirits : Whith 
of we forger, and — | 
then we turne our paſtime into ſinne. For What is our 
ryme that we are wearie of it,or What is our 3 


ſeemeth ſo ſlawe to puſſe are We griened With the light” 


I wy ſe , 
| 


00} as; 
end, 


it our paſtime, ani ſo cal ity 


which the Lorde hath ſet in the Heauens, or is the 
feeling of our body burdenous vnto vs, or dur eye lyd- 
des pay ned With being open, or are our eares Wownded 
with the ſounde of the ayre, or What grie fe, What care, 
what ſorrowe is it, why We Wiſhe our time forgotten e 
pait ? Surely Iob knewe not this When hee ſaide, His 
time paſſed faſter the a poſte: nor Danid kneme it not 
Whit he thought his life but a ſpanne longe : and ſurely 
he hath but a wretched ly ft, & let him not lowe it, who 
is faynt to runne to the birdes of the ayre, and the 
be aſtes of the fielde, to ſeeks ſome comfort againſt it. 
And therefare (good Maiſtres B.)let paſtime alone, 
and be not wearied with your good dayes, your tymes 
are paſſed meetely well, and you haue ſtene a0. y cares 
filled and gone, the reſidue behinde will paſſe with 
them, You ſhall not holde them if you would, but pa- 
ſtyme and they will dwell togither, till our appointed 
time ſhall come: and one ende ſhalbe vnto all. But then 
you ſhall ſce anther ſtate , and this enimitie betweene 
vs and it, ſhalbe taken away: We ſhall not be Wearie of 
it to wiſhe it gone, and it will not bee wearie of vs to 
Weare vs away, but T yme and we ſpal dwell togither, 
and the glorie of God ſhalbe eternally before vs, and 
we before his e Mazeſtic in ᷣmmortalitie. eA bleſſed 
ſtate, a hope of ly fefa glorious body, a heautly — 
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Ad woe be te all thefe tyme paſferr of, that know how 
to delight in this, but haut more pleaſure in all vn. 
dleanne : When the end of theiv Labour ſhall come vp» 
pen them, they ſhall fecle more grieft in one day, then, 
after ſhalbe eaſed world without ende. And in ont 
tence of an angrie fudge (goe you curſed into e- 
ternall fire) they ſhalbe wounded with that miſerie, 
whiche worlde without end ſhall reft vpon them, and 
ther olde paſtime ſhall neuer more be Fendt but thus 
i the portion f them that knowe not God. But you 
good Maiſtrel B. haue alreadie paſſed the dayes of 
Jour ignorance, and the kintdome of heauen is come 
vnto you With power : fox loue the trueth of the Lorde 
feſus, and all falſe wayes you doe abhorre-: you doe 
fele the hope of the Elect of God, and it hath quen- 
ched the deſires of vngodlie. Pray ſtill, that you may 
baus increaſe : and read the Scriptures, in Whiche you 
Pall haue comfort : theſe will leade you in a perfect 
way, and neyther Paule nor Peter haue a more bleſſed 
end, then is for vs, in alike pretious faith : and 7 ( as 
7 am bounde) will beſteche the God of mercie, and fa- 
ther of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, that he will looke vpon 
ou, to fill you With his grace and holy ſpirite, that it 
may guyde you and all your children before you, and 
our houſhold committed to your charge, that you 
may dwell in the newe and bleſſed Teſtament of the 
Brgiuenes of ſinnes through faith in Chrift Ieſus, who 
hath deitroyed the Workes of the Diutell, and is able to 
keepe you for euer more. And to his gracious defence, 
I hartely leaus you and all yours. 


Yoursin the Lord £d.Dering. 
an. 
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— oy 7 He grace of our Lord Jeſis Chrift be with pon ea. 
hen, © ner, Amen. Good Maiibres Baxet, howe — 7 


would be with you, God knoweth, and howe I am in- 
debted to doe good in your houſe, if 7. ſhould. not con- 


to e- 

e,1 muSt needes accuſe m ſel of much vnt hans · 
* 5 Inet, but God alone dil fefa 4 aur way et to be (0 46 
this P lecęeth him, Whom hartily I beſeeche for his ſonnes 
you ie, Lleſſe vs with that bleſſing whiche hee gaue his 


7 of eApoitle , that in all places wee ma bee vnto him in 

Ieſus Chriſt, a ſweete ſauaur of life vnto life to all his 
ſaunts with Whom wie are. So ſhall I more gladlie 
dos wle all the ways of his appointment, and you more 
willinglie beare with myne abſence, the will of God 


ten- 
— bee done iu all thinges. When. you are at Braye, if 
you the Lorde will, I ſhalbe more quiet With you. In the 


fect meane time (good Maittre.) ſo beleene as you haue 
fene and hearde, and praye for me that I may line ta 
2 bis glorie, who hath ſnewed me ſuch mercie, that I ma 
-% with the Prophet David: What thall 1 yon a- 
gaine for all that he hath giuen mee? And ſo doe 
Jou reioyce in the bleſſing that G O D hath ginen you. 


ad that more and — eſtate here may be a ſure te- 
1 ſtimonie of a more bleſſed hope, that ſhall one day bee 
os reuealed, When honor and glorie ſhall ſucceed in the 
bs lace of labour and ſorrowe that nowe aboundeth. 

to The Lord bleſſe you and all yours, keepe you and gine 
e, 304 a plentifull bleſſing in bus newe T eſtament, and in 


his kingdome, Which 1s righreouſues, and 7 and 
2 in the holy Gholt, the glorie m_— ſhall not bee 

arkened,Wwhen the Sunne and Moone ſhall loſe their 
| ; tight, 
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| and faint men With defire of it, that ſhall fill v. 
— the countenance of 1. Lorde. # hm 
hepeinan earthly tabernacle,but a more glorious per- 
formance in a beaxenly creaturt, when we ſhalbe free 
from ſinne and death, and be made like vnto him that 
ſirteth at the right bande of mairſtir and power. 
Which tyme the Lord: God fulfill in the goodnes of hit 
Pleaſure, for our ſoules hope: in Whom Wwe haue ſetled 
eur hope. (ommendatiom, Cc. 


' Yours Ed: Deringe. - 


To Maiſtres B, 


| : | 
THe grace of our Lord Ieſus Chrift bee with Joh e- 
uer, Amen. } am ſorie that hitherto I could not 
come vnto you, 1 would be more ſorie, if you ſhoald 
thinks I had lewer be any where then in your houſe, I 
had thought ſhortly to haue come, and I felte my ſelfe | 
mewhat ſtronge and able to trauell, but nowe on fri- 
day laſt the eleuẽth of this moneth, I had a ſtauer, and 
fine or ſixe dayes after I felte it, and my ſtomacke is 
very ill euer fince, and my congh much increaſeth. | 
T his is my health that God gineth me. But let him do | 
bis will, he is the God of life, and one day will aboliſhe 
theſe troubleſime thinges,and make vs fiele health in- 
immortalitie, and I beſeeche him for his Chriftes ſake 
to remember vs in his goodnes, that Wee may knowe all 
his mercies, and then f am well aſſured both you and | 
I. and all weak bodyes, ſhall ſo little care for the fray- | 
eltie of theſe tabernacles, that we will revoyce in the | 
remembrance of putting them of, to thinks that For 
8 „ all 


* 

„ 

* 
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ſhall ſee'and — of him that liaetſᷣ duet, nd 
will one day e theſe mortall bodyes, libr 2nto- tha 
ef glorious body of his belowed ſonne... This WeknaWe & 
© 5n this we are comforted: and holdeit for gand Mie, 
_ ſtreſſe B. euen as you Will halde your happue dues e fir 
* the hope of it ſhall not be confounded. but when allour 

| emmies haue ſpentt their cuill willes, and cam dor na. 
more hurt vnto vs, he ſhalbe on our right haude whom 
we haue looked for, and he ſhall call vs with that bleſ>: 

| fed voyce, Come ye bleſled of my Father. Let vs 
praye to onderftaude this, for it hath pleaſure & ef- 
ectuall gladnes, more then all the faire cauntenances 
of the world, in Which in deede there is nothinge bun, 
wanitie.of vanities, and all is vanities and thinks good 


* . i 

8 Miſtreſſe B. home many. occaſians are before vs to 
% i cauſe vs to forget this, ar to let the deſire of it, to. bea 
1d , 2 3 0 4 I u * - 


61 quenched in vs, or atthe leait to fil aur ſelues with om. 
7 f ther pleaſures of the Worlde, but. God: ſhall keepe Jas: 
fem the corruptions of the worlde, aud giue vmayom. 


and | a0 hens 4 Which every daye may: ſearche 2 
e is thoughts, and (affer you neuer to forget your latter 


„b, ande: and ſceing ener). day doetb bring you neare un 
% let euery day kindle more — — on 
he 7% loue it unto the ende: and then our hope ſpalba. 
- fulliand our monthes opened fir euer, Amen. 


2 - 4 KY van N O'S VIWG 2 

4 * 2 >. n Yours Ed- Deringe. 

end f OTOL „ ULAL Toth 2 a j * \ EY, 6 45 443 bo 6 
— an : VN To Maiſtres B. 5 1 9252 . 'S 


the | 
pee 


al 


r h As f 47, N 3 kn 
Me gract. of our Lende leſus Chriit be With youe- 
t ner. n ret the nnn 


better 


* 


| GODLY LETTERS OF M. DERINGE. 
better health, that you may line to his prayſe, ſĩ f am- 
defirous to heare alſo of your amendment, but much 
o_ (46 — hath made 2 in you many tokens 
of hi e ſo 7 hartiiy pray that you way bee made 
— 2 1 — l., ls earth 2 taberna · 
cie, and to ſaye unfainedlie, I deſire to bre diſlolued. 
and to be with Chriſt: this is that good iſſue of life to 
Which 1 haue often prayed that } might attayne vnto 
it: thu ic that —— of grace, whiche as am moit 
boande,ſs hartel 70 beſeech ourGod and S.uuioser, that 
it may plentifully be powred vppon you. e Ind if wee 
alle made in our lines ſo appie, then haue We 4 
dwelling in perfect peace: and in deede we be receyued 
into the conenanns of the newe T eftament, that wee 
ſhould be filled with toe of the holy Ghoſt. For what 
can diſquiet vs, or What can bee grieuous vnto vs, if in 
the face of Ieſus Chriſt we ſte our riſing agayne from 
the graue, and feare not before the ſhaddow of death, 
all other afflict ions they are but miniſters vnto thu, & 
an the preſence of death they are differſed, and they | 
doe not followe vs vnto the darke places. If God Will | 
haue mercie ypon vs tobleſſe vs mo this victorie, the | 
hath bee giurn vs our inheritaunce in pleaſant place,, 
and our portion im a happie lot. What ſo euer enumies | 
are againſt vs, they ſhall truce in vuyne: and all things | 
contrarie vnto vs, ſhall haue no ſtrength, for beyonde 
death there is no power in them, and death it {if 16 
diſpiſed in our eyes. f we felt not this in our heurtes, 
bur would ſeeke outwarde te ſtiunic of men, let him- 
ſpeaks that findeth any greater feare then this, The 
fle perſon or priſoner bee loth to dye, but the 
dead man bs feareth no cuil: and they that line in- 
+ . re- 
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" GODLY LETTERS or M. DERINGE, 
profferitie, this is nor their are leait-rhey. ſboukd 
haxc a fall, but it is death that is bitter umo all ien 
that haue peace in their riches. Seeing this then is the 
ade eattit tyrant that maketh Princes tremble,and that 
2 | 
anguiſh of harte that turneth all pleaſure into warm. 
ed. woade, what ſoe uer is vnder the — good mai rer 
. 1508 _ abyde : and as you haue-receyued, ſe 
nto * abounderill the good graces of the liuinge GQD baue 
of of made you ſtronger then ſinne or death ; ſo ſhall your 
hat | dayes by all in bleſſing, and your accounreditymes hau 
yes rae delight till the latter emde doe ſhine in hope: So 
alive bee bolde ro ſaye with Dauid + Sutely the 
ved Lord vill deliuer me from the ſnare uf che hunter, 
Wee and from the noyſome peltilence : I ſhall not bee as 


hat | fraydeof the feate of the ate not of the arrowe 
t 


fiat flyeth in the day, nor of che 1 that walz 
1 keth in the darkenes, nor of the plague that dee 
ern, 


ſroyeth at noone: I haue ſet the moſt highe to bee 
ny refuge, and tliere ſhall no euill comè neate my 
hey 7 1 Th Lorde bleſſe vt in this good hope, &. 
Will = make ſtronge our confidence in this per waſion, that as 
the at we may dwell inione and gladnes: if flare bane 
ce often recourſe into our fraile bodyes, becauſe. we carrie 
"ne! in vs corruption, Whiche u the Prength of death, Je 
4 that fear: 2 not alWayes griene vs, for aur hope ir 
ade perfect, and ſhall not be 2 Wee ſhall goe but at 
% WM Sunt Pauls, and Peter, Abraham and ſſaae haus 
e, A gone before : and not onely they, but oure Fathers, 
eur Mothers, and our deare#t friendes are gone Wirls 
he $ em: and all that are behinde ſhall auertake vs. The 
the" Þ crouble o f the trauell muſt needes appeare light in nba 
¶ 714d of ſo happis cam panic: or 4 their lone haue 
* — (2 et 


COBLYTETTERS OF M. DERINGS, 

wor ſach firciiuzthat Patentes and-Friendes; A. 
poitles, Nrumhetes, Patriarkes, aud all the Saintea aff 
. Godcammakewvs ſay; Let va dye wich the righteous; 
and let qu latter ende beans: vnto them ©. Jet: farre 
When amamgubę dead i baue ſerue Chriſt, ui in ue 
aue haue funde the God af glorie, F ſnall ſay ut ii 
perfect hearte, Ohriſt is my life; and deathuisanynt 

aduantage. Wheat tbrn nemayuę ih more vntwa bi | 
to bride N lie that ue ma came unto. test 
God may worte With zus ghWeuþ his ſaintts, ah 
may be pertaker With the , Yrophete, an herb 
leuing lend ne hof the Lorde, Mu ber rrr hen fe 
end. to yt h ue uber hart longetli HEA 
vraret brod ke fo my ſòiule longet hto fco the Lad: 
umd in the mam ſcafon that Maiyes full ur actaꝶen. 


zideymt; Whniche'the Lender grewit fun his. Chirobes 

ſake,abat you may due cuaenrntull.olde age an ] 

yeares,un godd creaſe of your tlzlarens children c 

hap pie pearn of his choſen peaple; In the neamd M 

L ſay; 2 es ve. og be fort vom hd 
17 


in this gaxtt exyet may haue your'iguyem | 
ſationsn the higbe il heauen, fravs. thence teokunge fot 
a Samaur, ener keſus (rift the. righteous, who I 

change this corruptible body, to 5 it like to ius glo- 
ziouws budy, in that bleſſed time i hir he ſhall ſhatter.a- 
way all affliftion, & ſcale Within that happie aſſurace 
of immortalitie, whiche ſhal be. in the preſeutr af the | 

God of glorie: when this Weaks body hel haus a re- 
compe uc ( of a Ewe ſorrow fill Aages) AD, eneriatings 
righecouſnat: u Whiche hepe the Lordo grauut may 
"eaves you may rern. as ff 
ute: dae 801 * 421 :1 Yours Ed. . $ 
* 


Iva. a 1 _ 


»* 1574 27 33:5 FO Maiſtres B. bowed airs . 
Forer Batt de to Lf e uns 3.1? 
He Lord who is riche in mercie,keope us euer in. 
Linh allure d couenant of his ne we Teſtament made. 
in feſusChriſt, that we may feels the forgiuones of ourꝭ 
ſinnes and reioyce in the hope of eternall life. Amen. 
Iamfure you Wilbe gladde(good maiſtres B.)tohears, 


of our ſafe comming home, And } 5 ta. 


haare of all your well dooing, at your Saint Ellins, &“ 
therefore 7 writte vnto you, Roth to heare ggayne that 
God continugeth his. gagd ble ſſinges towardes vou, And. 
to certiſie you that (1 thanks God) f am nowe ſafe at 
Shenfildes, I haus not yer talen ther platter, but this 
day haue begonne to drinke Maiſtres P. Water. 
Let it haue the Works which God will: For in health 
eur meate doe not nouriſhe vs, but by his worde. I 
fle neſſe medicines can doe vs no good, extept he bleſſ 
them. We haue no newes here to write of hut of caun- 
tie thinges, ſcarſe warththe telling, and leſſe worſu 
the practiſinge of it cauld be amended, exery man go- 
eth after his O xæ and his horſe: and moft doe gloriſia 
god no more then their bruite beat. f they bee likg. 
vnto vs Which are in th: Court and in the Citie, that: 
the one be as ambition, the other as couctous as We bea 
brutiſbe, and God ve forgotten of vs all alile, We may 
takg vs againe the Lamentation of Ieremie: for it it. 
the great mercies of God that we ves not gonſumed. 
But if ſuch be the miſerie in the worlde, wee that ara, 
not of the worlde, but by Chriſt are talen out f the, 
Worlde: Let vs not loxe the Worlde which is ſuch an. 
enemie puta God, and thon we ſhall not be candemned 
wich te warlgde when. Chriſt ſhall 66:78 in glories x 
x (3 And 
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And the Lord be prayſed, who hath giuen vs eyes to w 
ſee and eares to heave, that we might bee wiſe harted: or 
nor to ſay peace and truce with ſuch things, with ſuch ch 


men erye peace and truce, but rather to haus our life w| 
hidden with Chriſt in God, and on his right hande be- LY 
bolde the peace Whichpaſſeth all underitandinge,and #0 
good Muaiſtres B. increaſe in this, God hath giuem you * 
& happic belper, who is willinglie ledde to all righte- ( T 


© 


okſnes: The Lord God make his good Worke perfeit os 
for his ſannes ſake in him, in you, and in vs all that ws 
laue the comming of Jeſns Chriſt, Amen. ue 
| Yours in the Lord Ed. Dering. ” 

2. | * 5 va F . ? wo y 6 an 
; Alcttcrof Ed. Der. to Miſtres H. hn 


Race and peace, &c. I haue heard (good Maiſtres WW me 
TJ H.)of your heauie eſtate, that in many troublet | ſet) 
the Lorde doeth exerciſe you, but I truſt you are alſo aſh 
reught to ſay alwayes fore God, Thy will be done, Wa; 
prx | of this bi 1 „then knowe that nothinge litti 


Fappenet h but by his appointement, and be contented oth, 
With all tbat he hath done, ſo that your heart may vnt 
deare you witnaſſe, that of all thinges the Lord u moſt if u 
doare vnto you : and for your troubles giue onely your ober 
hearte to lone the Lorde, and they ſhall ſeeme neyther ure 
great nor ſtronge vnto you. For What can bes great, if ¶ ioye 
dur heart be prepared to ſay with Saint Paule, That men 
ve reidyce 2 ſe they ſhall breede wht 
in vs a hope which ſhall neuer make vs aſhamed: or ¶ you! 
What tan be great, if God haue taught vs, That the ſh 2% 
' momentaineaffiictions of this worlde, they are nat b 
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worthie of the glorie that ſhatbe reucaled vnto vr: 
or what can ſeeme great, if weheare the Apoſtle: Bre- 
thren reioyce in afflictions, reioyee exceedingly: 
when you fall into many and great tribulations, 
Surely gaad Maiitres H. all is nothing, for a frayle 
body, a ſhore life, 4 finfull creature, What can come 
vnto it that ſhould d:ſmay it: nay howe-ſhox/d we nos 
(if we knowe it well) bee glad, if death alſo were at 
aur beddes fide, that we might at once ſee the outmoſt 
malice of the diuell, and gfter for euermgre bee deli 
uered from him. A great cloude of Witneſſes (at thA. 
poſtle ſayeth) are cited vnto in the elowenth ¶ hapter 
to the Hebrues, of which exery one ſhould bee our ex- 
amplo ta beare all croſſes that the Lord doeth ſende, 
knoweng that he is delighted with vs, when Wee beg 
Frith full to abyde theſe momentazne and light chaſtiſẽ. 
mentes . Iob, Dauid, Paule, our Sauiour Chrift him 


ſelf, howe many things ſuffered they, howe are we not 
e which t 


ſhamed to refuſe. the cau ey haus borne and 
way well your owne caſe What it is, and you ſhall ſee 
latle canſe of ſorrowe in it, or if you compaye it With 
other, none at all. Hath your huſ bande hene uni 
vnto you, beare it, and you ſhall winne bim at the lat: 
if not,thanke God that yen can continewe laming and 
obedient euen vnto an vnbinde huſ bande. . 140 
ſure you in this one vertue there iu more comfort ani 
ioye, then there can be griefe in all the diſdeurteſies of 
men: and What is that croſſe of yeurs.in reſpett of that 
which Abigaill did ſo lange and patientlie heave? Bus 
your ſonne hath grieued yu much. yea but you haue 
nu the hundreth parte of the grieſt that Dauid might 
laue bad for his y Ablolon: and will yau be mare. 

64 greened 
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:preened thinke? Your ſoune I truſt, ſhall yet prone 
Well, and you ſhall ſee his reconerie : if not, this maner 
of diſeaſe is rather a teſtimonic of à conſcience gria- 
. wed with his exill doing, then an argument of his do- 
ſtraction, ſo that euen in this grieft you haue great 
cafe of ioye: and what if God take from you the com- 
forr of one childe, leaning againe vuto you the comfort 


4121512 


of a great many: Will you, or can you repine agamit þ 
the loving kindnes of the Lorde ? Howe gladde would 


-Dauid hare bene of other good children in the loſſe of 
one euill: yet you haue rey" vu neither 15 your ſonne 
' knowen to bee ſo euill, but you may reioy ce in him a- 
Caine yet if all things were as emll as you could ima- 
ine, what then ? Where is our lowe to Teſus Chriſte, 
that game his precious body to the death for our finnes? 
- Tf We will not leaue ſonne, daughter, and our own life 
For his ſale, cam one heare fall — aun ſonnes heade 
but at ( uriita commaundement? Is not he head of his 
Charch, and all thinges happen they not unto vs as he 
will? Herein you ſball knowe you lone God aboue all, 
when yon can forget the childe of your Wombe, for his 
fas. eAudtherefore (good e Maiſtres H.) giue not 
your ſelfe to any inordinate affettions to o fende God, 
And hurt your ſelfe, but ſuy and thinke, Thy will bee 
done, O Lorde, and when the time ſhall come of our 
latter ende, wr ſhall neuer haue ende of the bleſſed life 
which God. ſhall giue vnto you, and to all his ſaintes 
in that day. Thus in haſte I am conſtrayned to ceaſe 
to write, but I will not ceaſſe to pray, that God may 
bleſſe you; and give you his ioy full Corrie, to fill you 
with all ſpirituall comfort, against the tentations of 


the worlde, and all the enuie of the Diyell. And pray 


( 7 U 


for e 


or we I beſeech yaumhat I may accom allthe worlt 
— ge. roche ende I may winne' Feſiu (Broth, 
(is whom) t * — eternail God I commit you 


,of April. 4 1 1 N i 
. be N+ bY 


for ener, Amen. 7 
| Yours in the Lord lefus;theonely 1. 
forgiuencs of all our ſinnes, * 


Letters of Ed. De. to Miſres K. OE 


He Lord God direct vs with his holy fpirite, that 
we may loue and feare him vnta the ende, Amem 
It greeueth me good Maitre: K. that yon ſhould bee 
o longe at Hendon as nowe you haue bene, and al 
this while I could finde no leyſure ta come vnto you, c 
phat ſoeuer my faulte hath bene herrin I will make 
o other excuſe, but deſire you to jugiur it. Andi 
ray God though [ ſte you not, yet [may ſo remember 
ou, as fam bounde, and ſo my uot comminge vnto 
ow ſhall greeue me the leſſe. Nowe touchinge your 
owne caſe] knowe you are Wyſe. to ſee, that the Lord 
fiueth you newe inſtructions to be Wiſe in him, and to 
iue ouer your ſelſt unto him. For as God hath bleſſed 
ou many wayes, and giuen you a good callinge inthe 
Worlde, So he vifiteth you euery day, and humbleth 
ou With many chaftiſementes before him. God hatle 
given you huſbande, children. famelie,and other bleſ 
ngs, but you enioye none of them Without 4 croſſe, 
ometime one thing, ſometime another, and commonly 
our owne Weake and ficklie body makgs you that you 
tau not banc pour ies as yore would. Yea f doubt oy 
| 3 ut 
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ii ſaabridged unth you that ſometime it grienth 
you that you cannet eyther haue — ouer — 
ws yon wiſbe, or attende on your cluldrem as you defire, 
er reioyes With yaur ſusſbande. as otherwiſe you might, 
But this griefe God recompenceth With great benefits 
for our Sauiour Chrift it our good Warrant, that thi 
& the lot af Gods ſaintes, to eniayc bus bleſſinges With 
aſlictions, ſo that the more that you bee ſorrowſull, the 
more you be ſure that the lining God bath giuen you 
your portien: eAnd ſo your ſorrowe is ieye vnto you 
Fefides this, the mingling of your ioye With ſorrowe, 
and wealth with woe, is a happie tempringę vnto you 
of heauen With earth, that you ſhould neither loue nor 
reſt in bis, aboxe that Which it meete, but acknov, 
led ge, all is but vanitie, ſo lone it 45 tranſitorię thing, 
at delight with the Lord alone, w 


Lorde. And the Lorde bleſſe you with his holy ſpirit, 
th. you may in the middeſt of other care, haue 2 : 
ſore in this, and in other ſorrows reieyce inthe a" 5 
5 and 


and almayes reioyce. Comende me 7 pray youito yow 

litle — an, Beſſe,cnd Marie, And 2 Lovd — 
on and maiſter K. gladde parentes 7 good childrens 
d FromwTobic, tbe lai? of Folruarie n. 


Yours inthe Lord leſus, Ed. Dering. 
To Maiſtres K, 


T He grace of our Lord Ieſu Chriſt bee with you ea. 

ver, Amen. I thanke you good Maiſtres X. for 
your letter and fir your medicine, and for your good 
will to him to whom you before did owe ſo little. Fas- 
ehing my diſea ſe, I did ſoddainlis cogh and ſpit much 
blond, ſo that When with much forcing my 4 fe, I re« 
frained, it ratteled in my throte, as if I had bene à dy- 


ing: J heſem like ſorte did, and once ſince 


the taking of theſe medicines for the ſtaying of it, it is 
nowe ftayea, but 7 ſcele a great fopping of my Winde, 
and much prouocationito coughe, whiche if I 241 
ould ſpit bioud as before. I pray you aſ ks your P 
— — 4204 ood 4 £4 2. — ood 
Maiftres X. againſt all diſeaſes and fickneſſes of the 
body, dot as you doe, and —_— it with an vnſays 
u teſtimonis of your owne heart. Commutt your 
health, your ſichenss, your body, your ſoule, your life, 
and your death, to him that died for vs, and is riſens 
againc. A fichg body with ſuch an ayde, hath greater 
treaſure then the Queenes Tewell-houſe. Praye ſtill 
and pray for me. } ſee the goodnes of God ſuck tos 
wardes we, 45 ( thanke God) e I waighs 
net al the Worlds a faather: and With 43 4 gladde a 


5 8 5 * Pon 


mind I fpictblonll, ¶ truth) adcltare ſpitle, T'othoſu 
thatlowe God, all chinges are for the lit: hee bath-a 
herd: beart that belecueth not this. For the Church, 


J commu it tobt. Lorge : the Horde graunt With that 2 
effettion that I owe vnto it, and for all my labour in- — 
it ¶ thank God) I am guiltie neither ef couetouſua, al 

0 


nor ambitid, but as God hath giuen me grace, ſougbt 
onely his glorie. write this —— — . Jour 
. — you knowe it, and that you may the more =p 

Fectuallie remember him, that Will knowe you When 
che woride, yaur health, your corruptihle bodie, death 
und ſinne it ſelf aus done their Worſts. Comende me i 44 
#0 Matter K. your little ones, to Maiſter R. The wm 
Lorde bleſſe vs all, that We make our bodics ſbaks, & 
not our bodies vs. Vale in Chriſto Jeſu, 25.11. i 575, 


Tuaus in Chriſto Ed. Der ing. 
To Maiſtres K, 


Te Lord God Who ſheweth mercie to whom bet 
will ſhewe mercie, and haus compaſſion on Whom 
4% Will haue campaſſion, accordiuge te his lone with 
Mich he lonedwibefore the Woxlde us made, lool: 
vnn vt, and le ade vs in our way es, that in righteouſ- 
yes and holines, peace and iaye of the holy Ghoſt, wet 
way ſimiſſie aur compas en. vnto him, Amen. 
If 1 could, good Mauſtres K. due as ſlould. then my 
Wayes Were per fell among men, but it is with mic as 
vuthmanie dbhet, ſmall hinderanc to an vnwilinge 
mind, ane. acaſiuH great enang ua Reepe vg from 
domg well. Tobi hat made uma v ann f 
eld | 


OY 


* 


lurnier whioh ligd bene better dent; And f dare nat: 
malęanie other excuſewhy.? baut ee Written v 
jewofteneru fir though I haue in 4 Wearie bodit mi 

thus ges to doe, and could mals treu Whiche.youl 


o thoſe 
bath-4 
burch, 
h that 


” ' 1 i would eaſilie heletue, yet ſure Ian, if flough t 
7 = negligence were vrtorlie gone, & fewer times M 
1 , ene written, that {could not wok dine for ſi liatia 

lr, ibis iatrue, & ſit erramti meꝗicina oonfeſſia. 
when Techn max finkwes, bee that ſend ic ba leech nden 
de 2% wle forve let u get. I. fate yet Cee 
Je ma bl cer and Orgbinget 90.1 pe paleRe) am "(eames 


Ting Pill; yes {thavks God iI am ſoweh, aH we 
be ſuppoſed all to hae Nene yow ut NHonden this next 
. Monday, but Ggd hath changed.orr Muye, amd by.ock. 
5% Bf cafon we haue di ferred it, truſting yet to ſee you ve- 
nie ſhortlie i une Led Will, ro mam We gonimit both 
your way es and ours. And nowe good Maiſtres K. 
further j neede not ſwrite vm ai for Whiche cauſe 
et el peciallie you craue my letters, I knowe whom on 


laue bel ce ved. a pon What — tak 
4 


n hee 


n bath ſealed your perſmaſier 10304: hitinablt to by 
— that you haus committed ve theta: ντ⁰ weak 
Wit 


i; thatthe thivgs of the worlda are. changed lefala 

[ ooke wb 5 — Ix be greataud male — 
eonſ. praſperinie man v baunde and mæle us. prowde, Wha 
„ Wee we dem Somers and ohm cares, that ſometima 
. ¶ nemey be linde aud not ſee ot hope, our event con- 
0) Bl puprſcrnce may pereduenture beg vs that wee far. 
ee 45 gert abe gad are. Mherein Wee had delight, butt 
Ange = muck. ofbeHigheſt ſtandeth fait for euer wald 
fe, Kerd teme xi that are his. 7y this tower 4 ence 
oy —— age 7 Wy Ne gart! ef bel ſhall 
204 20 
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noe prevcaile agamſt vs. When wee ſiune, wee mull 
needes be ſorrowfull, and to _ ſuck a Sauiour, u 
Well greexe vs more then death it ſelfe : but to remen: 
ber againe ſo — hope, we can not but reioyce in- 
— 6 alWayes reioyce. Thus I leaue you 1 
Four owne heurre; Where it your ſtrong ſafetie : andis 
pour ſecrete thoughtes which comfort you in the night, 
Aud committing my ſelfe vnto your prayers, I be. 
reche God the Father of our Lorde Jeſ us Chriſte, to 
heepe you and yours. ſummendle me to your little ones) 
pardon me for writing in ſwch piece of pape 1 7 could 
hurdlie gett this. « Maitter H. and my Wife Wiſhe te dearde 
fer you. The Lord keepe vs unblameable in his ſiglu. 
From Tobye,the xiiij. of Augu#t, 1 575. | 


Your bounden in the Lond. Ed. Deringe. | 
On aan To Maiſtres K. | 


* 


„ 4 He Lord God direct vs in all our wayes, that they 
may bee vnblameable in hit . and our faith 
y be ftrenghrened in the bleſſed hype of his elecl, ſi 
nuit nothing be able to ſhake it from henceforth, from 
the boldnes and aſſurance of eternall lift Many and 
zi canſes good Maiſtres K. haus kepr mee, 72 that 
theſe holy dayes I could not ſee you, bur I knowe nd 
211. Why I could not write vnto yo and ther fort 
for the one as 1 am ſure you doe willinglie pardon we; 1d 
ſothe other I beſreche yon to except, both as a teſti. 008 
monie of my minde that I forget you nut; und 4s a diſ. wit 
charge o dme owe wnto yon: f I ſpeuli 4 
wr faith fullic ranember you, theugh v. had — ** 
* ie 
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;ſe done nothing for me, yet I were unwarthie: of ſb 
, I ſhould not as in . 
lueric be moſt carefull to n and comfort that. 
good purpoſe, Whiche your ſelfe haue \thoſen for the, 
urſe of your life, I were not Worthie of the acquas 
ance of the ſaints of God: Therefore departing frons. 
ondomag-rine (as I could not chuſe) I haue yet writs 
en vnto you, as I mutt needs : Aud I bertelie praye. 
hat God may increaſe his goodnes in yes and carneſt+ 
e beſeech you, as you haue receyued that, ſo you wo 
bound more and more, a ſhort requeſt and ſoons 
hearde : but exceeding _ to.forwr ts praflize, & 
et not difficult vnto you,but eaſie and light,as you can. 
{-fire, for he that is borne of God onercommeth tha 
rorlde. And the anointing (as Iohn ſaieth) which you 
baue receyued of God, dwelleth in you, and pom neede 
ot that any man teach yea, but as the ſame anoints 
acheth you all thinges, and is is true aud nor lyinge, 
nd as it is taught you, yon ſhall alyde in it. AMaruell 
r that 7 write this unzo you, nor be vnwillinglie «fs 
ected to heare of your owne happineſſe. Jtis(as Salo 
on ſayeth) an other mans mouth that prayſeth you 
nd not your one, and What neede you feare.. And # 
ſþeake not deceitfullie, which 7 thanks God ſt hate, non 
giue I titles, as lob ſayeth, Which the Lordedoerb ab. 
borre. But ſeeing (as I am perſwaded) that in yon. 
vhich Saint Iohn could ſee in the people ty Mom. hes 
vrote and ro whom he gaue ſo honorahleprayſe: why 
10uld not f be bolds vpon ſo good Warrant to ſay alſo 
nto Jos Tou are the _ : and God x bo dull. 
en his Apoſtlet woraes, he will iuſtiſo them nown 
Pod euer, f — hets merei full withaus ends. Lett 5 not 
5 then 
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nes good rer K. bee hentefoorth ſorrowſull » 
Faint arted Pu, Peter, and all tht Apoſtla 
and Propherts hene ſpoken gloriomthinges vnto v5, 
and we will elan them. And yet not they, but the gro 
ſprivieof God hath giuen vs this teſtimonie, and it u 7 
arne. For what Were the Romaynes, Corinthians, cific 
Galathians, nd all other home the Spirite name 
Saintes and Holy-ones, Were they not as Wee? Frat 10 ; 
and Wweake as Wee; and uur faith as theirs ? But wer thai 
Feels a great drale uf infirmitie in our ſelues, did nu of C 
abey ſo,and did not the ſpirit of God ſee more in them, MM Cos 
thenthem ſeluesoonld feele? yet it calleth the ſainten ¶ le 0 

nd ſo it talleth vs, that wee ſhould not feare: and 
herefore at I ſaide, I ſaye agayne, you ere anoynted 
ef che Lorde, and you ſhall not fall, if your heart bear 
2006 wieneſſe, that the profeſſuan\Wwhich you make, 4 
wanfaincdanyey, as I am ſureut beareth you witneſſe. rh. 
Une cure onclie'wee haue, which alſa Wee will Haut F 
unte the ende rand that is, that We may glorifie hinw, Wi 
Who lurrh $loriped vr. In this.daing, as 1 accuſe mM than 
felfemeFt abbuc all other men, fo} prayſe not yon 4 7 kx 
white. For } 6 good Maitre, K. herein you ar: ¶ ſpout 
Koa too faſtis, and Jo is all fleſhe : our fieſbe, the world, ¶ can 
1 the Na they are to ſtronga fer vs, but bleſſed i defer: 
ide the Lo ; Who hath giuen vs uictorie in fe © [0 
ſus Chriit;cand nee Will doc if (God give cvs grace, 4 that | 
ku:dpoiiles did, wee will chaftiſe aur bodyes, and er to | 
kningetherynſicbicttion, tbat all that knowe aur re- 
Aion, ſhall nor blame our Wworkes ; And 1 thanks 
God for val thar pos haue obteyned : And I beſcecht 
yas — — more, that as her will gut 
vs a fulli vue, ſu. w. may ffer yp aur e a 
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GODLY LETTERS OP M."DERINGE, 
boly ſacrifice,to prayſe his name; ho hath hadmercie 
bppon vs. And pray for me, that my handes & tonge 
may toyne in the workes of Gods Saintes: and let vs all 

rowe togither vnto that bleſſed hope, till wer haue 
Founde that happie ſtrẽght, by which the world is cru- 
cified unto vs, and wee unto the Worlde : But the Lord 
that teacheth you, to him T leaue you: whom I beſeech 
to open your eies into ſo large & Vyae a ſpirnual fight, 
that you may yet more clearlie ſe and feele the glorie 
of God & immortalitie. Fare well good Maiſtres K. 

Commende mee to Nan, Beſſe, Marie. T he Lorde 
bleſſe you With them euer, Amen. 14 


Tuus in Chriſto, Edwards Deringe. | 
A Letter of M. Ed. De. to the Ladie G. 


The grace of our Lorde leſu Chriſt, bee with yon euer, Amen, 
F either I might dos the duerie Wherevnto your 
welldeſeruing hath bound me, or might requite With 

thanks that With all yoar good wil you haue deſeruea: 

I knowe and confeſſe it (good Madame) longe ſince I 

ſhould haue come to ſee you: but ſuch 1s my caſe as J 

cannot doe either what is mot meete, or What I mois 

defire:for ſometimes by buſines & ſometime by ſickpes, 

& ſometime byopportunty of others, I am holdẽ here, 

that } could neuer yet haue opportunitie to ryde fare, 

or to ſee my natiue (omtitrie & nigheſt fiiendes, Once 

in Somcr } would haue gone to M. B. beſdes Windfore + 

and the ſeconde night of my trauell, cculd not ſieape, 

but taried a ſencnnight in the ſame plate, &then came 
backe 4gaine, ill at eaſe : thus it pleaſethGog to dale 

With me, and ſuch a body he haih ginen me, to the ende 

2 ( am 


1 
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Van ſure) } ſhould not lone this preſent vanitie, but 
remember bim that liueth euer, & deſire to bee dillol- 
ued to fee his glorie. And this I beſceche you thinks 
to be the only cauſe, that I haue not of longe time ſeen 
you and others, with whom otherwiſe I Would Weſhre t 


dwell: and if it bee the good will of God toproffer my | 


iourneys in time conuenient, f truſt to ſee you oftener 


hereafter: but his Will bee done, Who a poynteth our 
Wayes and numbreth our ſteppes, and doeth all thing; 
for the beFF to thoſe that loue him, and to him if 7 can 
commit you in my _ prayers, that ſo my ſbirit bee 
preſent with you, how longe ſoeuer f be abſent in body, 
yer my ductie I owe — not bee altogither vnper- 
formed, aud that piece of it Which yet i w.ntinge, that 
in daily exhortation } might ( b the grace of God ſtim 
vp your mitide, that in the meane time let me ſapplis 
with theſe letters: In Which moſt hartily I beſcech y0u 
(good Madame) goe on forwarde, and faint not in tit 
courſe of godlines, increaſe ſtil in faith, in loue, in hops 
til with a Wiſe hart you haue fucha feeling of the 7lerj 
.of God, & of eternall life, that you hae made ow AC - 
count vp With the world, & are at a point with all that 
is vnder the Sun. NMhile God ſhall prolong your daytis, 
reioyce in him that hath gizen you life, and vſe all hn 
gifts to his glory: and Whe his appointed time ſhal com: 
and bring death into your doores: let this be the preps 
ration of your heart, you dchre to be looſed & to bet 
with Chriſt, and let this be the anſwere of your tongut, 
Lord nowo letteſt thou thy ſeruant depatte in peace 


Surelis then it ſhall come vinto you, that a happie lift] 
Hal baus ableſſed end. Tour fone times hajee found! 
their Wiſhed iſſue, & the entrance of your grene,ſhaltt\ 
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GODEY?LETTERS' OF-M::DERINGS. 
as Seine. Paule ſaith, to vic the worſd as though you 
vſed it not :notito ſorſ- Ale the world or worldl things, 
"by they are the gifts e fy for the coforte 0 — li 7) 
et though wee Yorſal, ed it, ſo let our loue bee — 
rom it be euer with bins who is the giuer of all, & 
b all immartalitie. There is not a day that paſſeth 
euer our heades, but it affutteth the body, & maketh u 
# da Shorter lining then it was: Let there not bea day 
but renghthen our Faith, that we may bo glad we 
are — ie necrer the preſence gf our God, then wee 
were before, nd beſcech god(who only can do what 
be mill ) works his good will with you. in all ſpiritual 
bleſſet hat ou may abounde: and 1 in the codition of 
this 55 that you may rcicice, til Joh accounted times 
bee all fulflled,, Amen. 
++ ++ - Youss inthe Lord 1e Ed. Deringe. 


A Letter of. Ed. De. to the Ladie M. 


5 HE Lorde God who bath onely power to works bi 
will, and bat h ſhewed mercy. untg vs in an eternal 


concnant,maks veperfedt in all our mays to abound in 
righte on — one his glorie that an life and deat 
we may « happię a and haue 10% his preſence who U 
meth c =, N te ood Madame,the dutic that 7 haut 
long [4 owed vnto yon doth 5 binde me: & the expe: 
rience of f your good incl; ation, [ wfficientlic, doth en, 
boulden me to Vorite at this time ante gos: : and tri 
the Lord God who hath 77755 you gs grace, and call 
we to this Wor ke, Will blcſſe ht {he that it may bu 


Lb. to 51 glorie & 10076 6d fort. For i f his Word 


eſo great a in his Saintes When they are Zh 


GODLY LETTERS OF N. DENINUGE; > 4 
zh vou vnbeteruing and iguoraht; that it rewealtorh emen u «| 
things, ſecretes of * hartes, that it maketh them fail down 
ur =w to Worſhip him and to acknowledge his m ee 
e raken ¶ init: 2 ſure it cannot be but the ſume wor ſhalt. 
fall, haue ſtrength in you, wholy & altogither to conſecraze" 
paſſeth your ſalfe unto the Lord, till all your delight be in him 
cheth t alone. So that I am' nowe, more to praye for my ſel fe | 
ea da) then for you, that I may rather ſþeake the trueth then. 
a we Bl you heare it: for of this I am ſure you? heart is prepa= 
en wee Bil red (as the Prophete ſayth) to a good purpaſo, the Lord 
io m Wl make my . as the penne of a good writer. And 
Tl FRY (good Madame) this is the . af all, Feare 
41101 f ¶ ede laue him: your goods, your credit, your thoghts, 
d tumei ¶ your defires, your body, your life; gius it all unto him, 
bat he only may pleaſe y ou, nothing but heouly delight 
ringe. Nou, his warde inſtrutt you, his wil perſwade you,that 
whether you line or Whether au die yon may be Wholty © 
hs: A fhort leſſon & [none learned, harde } confeſſe of 
the Worlde to practiſe, but not harde to you Whom God 
bath loued : for What is it can call away yozsr deſire, 
that Wholy and altogither it ſhould not be in this? pt is 
on:ly the Worlde that hath taken vp enimitis againFt 
r, and ſtriueth dailie ta ſeparate vs from the Lorde. 
But wbat is in the Worlde Why the perſwaſions of it 
hould pleaſe vs? effeciallieyou Who haue had expe- 
rience of it, Whoſe life God hath filled with worldlie 
0 You knowe What is the comfort of houſes and 
andes: you haue — them well and found them 
ight. Tou knowe the gladnes of a mother, aud haue in 
our fight Sones & Danghters,the triall of it is in you, 
bath entred deepe,eue as they haue bin the fruite of 
our m ue Wombe : but in them you haue no {nch io 
22 as in 
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2 in the ſpirit of adoption, by Which you knowe your 
Flfe to — r. Tos * the — 
ofa goad huſband, with whom you haue had peaceable 
and louinge dayer : but home much is it a greater ioye 
0 onthe gladnes to feele your ſelfe ioyned t Mi bn 
efus Chriit,& made a chaſts member of his gloriou i (c 
ody With whom you ſhalbs ioyned fir euer. on haue T 
ene æ great many yeares of the age of man, and haue G 
meaſured the length of them, ſo that if you might line 9% 
the dayes of eAbraham, yet you 1 account your U. 
hoxres and ſcethe time at hande, when in the ende of w. 
your cauyſy you ſhall take your reft : and what were ef. 
this to immorralitie. Te b ort and to pretermit ma- I/ 
nie things where with God bath made your life as a 1 
bleſſing, yon haus ſcene — Pac, Landes, Au- if 
theritie, Friends, Seruaunt es: the pleaſures of theſe bea 
d hath ginen you. Tos haue ſeene fulneſſe of ſuch ¶ our 
elights : but this and all els that gon haue ſcent what o. 

7s it te ebe grace of God, the fellowſhippe of Saintes, the ¶ our 
hrgiuęnes of your ſinnet, the loue of his countenance, WW vnt 
the aſſrrance of your life the brightnes of his glorie, & har 
voureternail bleſſinges- Sith then in the world is no ſure ¶ phe! 
refuge, the more I haue ſcene the fruit of yaur faith, the ¶ vor. 
more æſſuredlie } knowe the conitancie of your minde 
readie ta leaue the worlde to approch nearer unto God, ¶ figh! 
and to acraunt all theſe thinges to be buf dunge, to the ¶ vnto 
ende you may Winne Ieſus Chriſt, in whom you ſhalbe ¶ hom 
fo.much more bleſſed, as light is more bright then dark- ¶ fieſh 
nejſe, health is more excellent then fem e, and life ¶ #nitr: 
more precious then cruell death. T his(good Madame) 
yon haue long knowen, and with pray ſe profeſſed it a- 
mong men: Aud nome eiþeciallie reape the fruite of it 
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inthe(e dayes of Gods uiſitation, in hich in 4 veakg. 
body you bane had a ſharpe ſickeneſſe,to teach you that 
your life is in the hands of God, & the nature of your- 
body that it is but dul, ſo that yo ſhoaid not loue it 
but in the Lorde, nor be pleaſed with it but as it plea- 
ſeth him, readię to lays it downe When he ſhall call you. 
This is that great and high commandement : To loue 
God aboue all, and this is the greateſt obedience re- 
quired of man, to be readis to dye at the will of Gad: 
Vnto Which commaundement When I dos 2 an 
willinglie to yeelde, I feels in my ſelſ hae the nature 
of man ſtriueth agaunit it: all thoſe delights of which 
F ſþake before ( tha pleaſeres of this preſent life) they 
ariſe again#t it although we had na other gamſort, yet 
life 4 fis ſWeete vnto vs, & Ws are loth ta make our 
beds in tha dare, our cya they would yet fee the ſunne, 
our eares wauld heare the ſiunde of worldlꝝ elements, 
though aur fleſhe be grafſe, yet graſſe hath à flawer, & 
our fraite bodyes haus vanſhinge fantaſies agreeable 
vnta them as earth vnta earth, and frem which mol. 
hardke you ſhall pull it away, the Patriarkęes & Pro- 
phetes were ſumetime afraide, Paule aud Peter wers 
not alway es bolde, they lowed euer that lifs which they 
ſawe in hope, but they did feele the: death whiche did 
fight in their members : And hawe ſhould I then ſaye 
ynto you 4 Weake woman, fe are not death, er if I ſay it 
home can you per forme it beeing ſo weaks 4 veſſell of 
fleſhe arid bloud : yet goad Madame, gine me leaue ta 
intreate you & * un haue 4 heart to graunt 
it : moſt humblie beſeeche you,ftare net death. The 
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eben he, ebe grattt of God ſhalbe more exalted in vr, Ml feb 
and we alſo oat ſay at the laſt, Let thy ſeruaunt O fon 
Lord departe in peace: It is the Lorde that hath pro- MW whi 
miſed this bleſſmg vnto us, let vs heare it with us your 


and it will make death vile in our eyes: it it enough if ¶ and 
we kyowe God will giue this vittorie to bus people, lett Wl life: 
vs be bolde, though e fears a litle while, yet ſtare fball ¶ bar: 
be caſt out, and we ſhall ſay With a free ſri O death ¶ hell 
where is thy ſtinge, & cc. trie your ſi elfe therefore euery All 
day, and if your harte be bolde, reiuyce good Madame, Wl ſw 
& reioyee for euer: the laſt and greateſt enimie (Which i that 
ar death) is rroden under your — aud What els can nt. 
hurt you: all other things of the world they are but ſer- WM ftroy 
uaumtet of death, and ferue to'makg his. power more ¶ low i 
Fearfull unto vs, friendes or kinfefilke, galde, filuer. WM reſu 
pretions ſtones or al other pleaſures, all labour vnto one od 
ende, to make vs more loth to die: vangquiſh death and Fl 
yon hate vaquiſhed all, height & depth,lift and death, 
al is yoꝶrs, & you art ¶ Hhriſtes le And ſee I beſceeh you 
What glorie you haue gotten, you are but a Weake and 
fieke woman Whom God hath ſhut up into your cham- 
ber, and ty ed to your bedde: and yet the great tyrant of Nef th, 
the world, that haldeth in bondage Kings & Princes, ¶ the g 
and wound erh them all with feare & terror, he is con- when 
founded before you, & the Lord af life he hath cruſhed ¶ Lie he 
him in pieces vnder you. e bleſſed dy that brought Wa bu 
on firs} into this battell a ble ed fickeneſſe that made Wl but ei 
you endure the fight, moſt bleſſed ende in which you 
get the victorie: fir Who bath giuen you this 4 
or who rhignetb in you in ſuch a day, but be Who hath 
fried and dont 2 U death I wilbe thy death: and if 
he be in you Who hath aboliſued death, and in ek 
ö f 3 8 4% we 5 ; . 2 t 


us death ſval near haut any tute, Whit users 
What depth r e e ; 
while you lime you ſhal ligte in him, no mau ſhall take 
your jor from you: and whi you dis os ſhall nie in him. 
and death ſhalbe yo death, but you ſhalt paſſe to eternal 
life: and all that is fearſull ſpalbe farre from ven: the 
burthen of finne,the malice of the deuill, ie terromr of 
hell: the dread full words,goe ye curſed into eternall fire; 
All this is aboliſhed & troden down in the _ of Je- 
ſus (briſt, who reignath in you, && giuethj yon his ſpirit,” 
that you feare not death and all things that fill with iey 
not the earth onaly but the heaueus alſo (you haue de- 
ftroyed death yon ſhell feele the all within you: the fel- 
lowſhip of Saints & Angels, the forgiuenes of finns,the 
rt ſurrection of the body; the life everlafting; and the, 
od of glorie; your eyes lighiened with a gure faith 
For ſeg theſe things in ſo perf ect beautie, that you ſball 
caſt out death & the feare af it: yea you ſhagly thinks, 
your time wearines if your dayes ſhould be prolonged; 
and yog ſhould bee yet many yeares 4 ſotorner in this, 
bodie, in which yau are a ftrannger from the preſenca 
of the Lorde :. «Aud the nearer your time approcheth, 
the gladder you ſhalbe of the ende of your ipurney,. 
When your harte ſhall ferle it: «And when the earth- 
lie houſe of this tabernacle fralbe deſtroyed, you haue. 
« building giuen of Gad, a houſe not made with hands, 
but eternaſſ in the heauent. In this faith you ſhall not 
onel not feare death, but you ſhall fig and moane (ac 
Faule ſaith) till yon ſee jour glorie, and the lot of the 
aints that ir in light, where there is no more ſorrow nor: 
care, nor frare, nor death, hut the God of all mercie, and 


#her of our lord Feſus (rift ſbalbe befors us for 7 : 
20 * n hi 3" T 1 


wen: 


< p 4 - 
& 7 YL re + SET +; {255 K. s 
ſes” n 3 
7 


8 n 
< 
l — 
2 
5 


_— ER TEAS ” oa 
5 > Sk - 
A 
A : % 
5 — 
” * * 
— 
%, * : 


7 Ta. Madan (45.my-ductia it) hat Written ant 
e Te. 3 
Arengthued w his grace, thet deagh & fickneſſeſhalbe 
forgotten, ci all the defers of our heart ſhalbe with him, 
And the Lerd God for his Sonnes ſake, ſo baue merci 
vs, thas allguill taken from us, we may re ioyce in 
VA, and ſce his bleſſed age that is in immortality, & i 
ſtaled in aur beartes with his bleſſed ſpirit: To WhonL 
beglorie for euermore, Amen. From Saint Ellen, 
the tent h of Ianuarie, Anno Domini, 1176. 
Yours bounden in the Lord Ieſu, the onch 
forgiuenes of all our ſinnes, Ed. Deringe. 


A Letter written by M. Edward Deringe, to his 
Lord te Maiſter the Duke of Northfolke. 
"Gratiaerpax a Deo patre, et domino noſtro Teſu Chriſto. 
＋ HE longe good will that ¶ haue borne wnto yon, as 
rd one that carneſtlie profeſſed the Goſpell, and the 
great datiie'F owe unto you a5 to my Lord & Maſter, Wh il 
make that nowe I ſhould write unto you, not knowing * 
Whether epportunitie ſualbe ſuth that hereafter I may daye 
doc you any ſeruite. God the author of all life be bath The: 
ſhutte both you and me vp in hit handes: that there i _ 
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to his 


wy good Lord, lat it vi take connfell tagitber, and ar, 
e Maitter, learneof a faithſull ſernaunt what if 
bet to be done: the Worit that aur fines can doe unt 
vt, is to lay 2 vs the iuſt rewarde af death, my dif 
eaſe which thus afflictet h me for many thouſan 2 : 
it can but tabs away my life which t haue ſo abuſed:* 
And all your deepe diſſimulation and hypocriſie, your: 
tat ambitions, your faithleſſe religion, which haue fo > 


ewirched you, what can they doe more then this? T 
remedie nawe ii to make of neceſſitie a vertue, that it, 
to beare it Wiſely which you muit needes abide. I haus 
(1 thanke God) founde that grace, that I cap loue this: 
ſeying. Cupio diſſolui & efle cum Chriſto, the Lord 
alſo open your hearte and guide your vuderitandinge, 
that with all ſaintes you may doe.likgWiſe, and prayc, 
Veni Nomine leſu. And now for aſmuch 22 

all. 


laſt duetie, that } am like to doe vnto you, as 


giue grace I wilt ſo aduice vou as 1 may te ſtiſie mine... 


owne faith, and make you ſtrong again ſt the daye f 
triall : truſting that our God ſhall ſo remember vs bath 
in mercie, that after a little while we ſhall: ſee better 
dayes, and raigne with him that abideth King for euar. 
There u now but ons thing neceſſarie for you to learns | 


in this life,that is, how you may Willinghie defereta dia, 
4 hard leſſon for a natural ma, for death ; 
mie & bis aſſault moſt violent to the triall of our faiths 
-w — bath ouertome death and hell, hee hats 

rollen the ſtrength of this battell,aud ſet vp the ſingen 
of triumph unto all that beleeue, that We may haus ius 


i our laſt ei. 


ulneſſe of ioy and ſay with gladnes, 6 death where ia 
thy ſting. Nowe that this ibye may be yours, and this" - 
gladnes your inheritace, prepare your ſelfe not in ou 
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| 4 own Wiſda, rthat bath alredie deteiued you, but in the wht 
Wiſuome of god, that Jour hope may be ſure. f you will _ 
. 


am haue the hart that ſhal cõdemns the force of death 
cõ wher fre you axe called to die: It is laid to your be h 
charg, that you haue delt traytrauſi y With your Prince, the 
With your coũtry, & With the religiũ of God: and vpon the 
theſe crimes you are cõdemned to die. If you be guiltles, Wh 
omy Lord bleſſed are you, & bleſſed is your portion: h La 
hath ſpoke it that neuer will change: f whẽ you do well 0 
You ſuffer wrag fully. talę it patiẽtiy, ſr this is accepta- yy 
ble to god:but if you be guilty you haue not your hope in 
death for that you haue deſerued) but your hope is this, 
that you die fo as it becõmet  you6:Which if god ſhal grat forg 
vnto you, then bleſſed ic the hawre that Gad ſhall bring G. 
©pon you, you ſhal make that change, which god for his 
Chriſte ſake,tay ſpeedily upon all his children, & you 
al die once, that you may liue euer Nowthat you ma 
know how yaw owght to die: learne this of the lord which but 


be hath ſi plainly taught you. The firſtpart of your true 77 
— ap — Fable cofeſſi wt a/c own for | 
. Conſcience can viter more the is reuealed. O my Lorde | C 
ſheake epely the trueth, ſathan is enimie unto vs & his fie 
fleghtes are many: if you will treade the malicious ſer: = 


pert under your. fete, triumph with Chriſt Who hath 
ſpared hell,tell the trueth my Lord, conceale nothing, ſi & 
ſhall you ſhunne the diuel. 70 my Words ſeeme but light 

ta perſwade you; heare the wiſeſt counſellour that euer 
ragnid in I ſrael: He that hideth his ſinue (ſaieth Sa- oy 
lamen ſball neuer proſper,but he that cofeſſeth & forſa- 55 
eth them, ſbal finde mercie. Whi Acan had tranſgreſ- x 


ed in Iſrael c deſerned death, when be was brought 8 
into iud genuẽt, loſhua ſad vnto him, My Son } beſeech * 


eee giue glory to the lord God of Iſracl,maks cofeſſion 
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GODLY: LETTERS On M-QERINGES * 
vnto him, & ſue w me noW What thox haſt done Lem 4 
Lord, this is to give glorie vnto Sail: to cofeſſe Jour fin, 7 
& tell what you hau done. T he good ling Dauid be 
he had deſerued death, & feared gear the ſentence of ® 
the Prophet, he cofeſſed gladly & made it knowen unte 

the world What hs ſin Was, & wherint he had offended, 
Ihe God gaue his lawes unto Iſrael, inthe bloud of 
goates & calues ſheweth the the redemptiõ that Was its 
(rift Jeſns: He ſ6 ordeined that before their forginency 
was preached; tbe hrgh prieſt ſhould proclaime openlie 
What were the jins ofthe people, & ſe lay theer fins o 
the veaſtes. So ſtandeth it nowe with vs, if we will fina 
firginehes of our ſins, let vs caſt off the cloaks of ſhame, 
& coſiſſe before heauẽ & earth,what we haue ſiunca & 
what We haue done. What greater perſwiafions can yo 
yet require, or how can you thinks to pleaſe God if you 
Wil hide your ſins?T hat was the prattiſe of old — 
but you are borne anew:that Was the ſun of ¶ ain, bur yo 
my good Lord are of a better kinred. Speal * > 
ſhrinks not, God will once 7eueale the ſecrets of harts, 
C the you ſhal reioice that ther is nothing of 1oxrs buds 
fie ups that fin,that you ſhould turn away far one bore 
Creceiue hereafter euerlaſting cofuſi:better a thouſad 
times to receiue the reproch of fleſb, &after receime your 
glory of the Lord. Nh John Baptiſt 2 rſt the 
Goſpell,he bpatiz.ed no more the ſuch as confeſſed their 
ſns.T he loſt Son wh he ran away he found no hape of 
pards,til he called heauẽ & earth to Witneſs his greas 
iniquitie. Paul who preached the gosþell to vs Gennls; 
how oftẽ doth he conſtſſe that be was aperſecutor. Thi 
happy thie f that Was baged enired not into paradiſe | 
be 9, inthe heating 7 all Ifractl ſaid, Ws are rightly © 
prnfhed,c receiuc things worthy of thai w. bat done | 

; What 
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eee eee 
=. r ſhowld 7: more, Ftraſkyou feare God, and 
buue — in 22 yan 2 1 dowbr not od 
you will make it knowen whatſoener is in your hart, It 
the word of God that I haue ſhoken, & it is the onely 
. Wueth vpõ which you may build jour faith. This thing Wh ing 
toncheih ſo neare the glory of God & the ſaferie of hu MF done 
5 Lee e ou muſt now needs forſake your friends & merc 
| :nſme,yea forget the loue of your ſelfe:and if you haue Mt not f 
bin partaker x wha connſell, diſcloſe the 52 of DLour 
the withed:yon haue ſtood in indgement not before me, ¶ le ce 
22 are but miniſters, but before the Lord, who jit- ur, i 


eth in the middſt of iudgement. Surely if you ſeeke to Mt him 
hidle your fins;yow ſeeks to hide them fro him that kno« MF "ep 
weth the ſecrets of the hart & ray nes, and to diſſemble lime 
With him that will not be mocked : and therefore with ¶ voyc 
A bumblents of dutie, I beſtech you, & in the name of * be 
God Fcrauethu at your hands, vnburthẽ your own co- 109 
ſezence make your hart glad. caſt of the burtbẽ of your ¶ lat h 
ſecret ſinus,purge the eyes of your minde, that you may E (0 
ſee ¶ Briſt, ler true repttance breaks forth in Lol con- of yo 
Non. ſhane the Lords enimies, & make the church of wit h 
God reioyce, and lot in the name of (rift 7 tell it you: eyes 
Bleſſed: the day in which it was ſaid of you, a man- 0 
child is borne, and bleſſed ſhalbe the houre in which it of 
Jhalbe ſaid of you, you are dead in the Lora: the cloſing. niue 
2 of your eyes ſhalbe the beginning of your ſight : and 
' Heath your entrance into life And now my Lord, I bes- *% 
eech you pray for me, & humbly vpõ my knees I aſke Be b 
you hartie foi giuena wherein I haus not done as it be- ſee 
Tame me touching you. Tow knowe howe in my time I 
Baus perſuaitled you fro your wicked ſeruants, frõ your 
. vil frnds.of fro your adulterous Woman. Butſ( ala) 
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wy Lord; your high ealting hath brdied w - wirds; F 


ld net Peak ar ſbold, my words mer ro ſoft ro heald' 
foold a 49 raſer why ſhoalu I haue taried en Jour lords). 
{hips hou , except theſs things had bin ameded?this ben 


ring with your exill; war ths greateſt enill 1 could haus: 


done yon. And I beſeech N me, & od ſir hi- 
— fake ſhall make — rong. chat herafter fſbal® 
not feare torepront the inner, & God ſhall firgiue yi 
your dulnes of fpirit,that could not be momed with a lia 
tle coũſcl. Now my Lord, be frong inthe Lord, & feave: 
not, if you mu dye, remẽ ber thatChrift bath auer tcomt᷑ 
lim that hath the power of death, & hath ſet vs free f#' 
the power of the graue. Though you doe for # very litt#* 
time turne again vnto duſt yet again you ſhal heare the" 
Voyce 9 f the tr et:corruptio all dic, ecauſẽ e Was \ 
no better the bis Haben you __ go yon ores 
to your fathers the long race of Nobilitit of Which od” 
kath raiſed y —_— one in hic timo in gone befive you;* 
& (6 many as haue died in the faith, bey fhalbe\againt 
of your fellowſhip & kmdred,and you ſhall prayſe Gott l 

with the, c not ftare the ſicõd death. I he lord opt y¹ 
eyes that you may ſee your hope, & you ſhall lome that). 

copany aboue Kings & Princes. Tow ſhall ſee Abrabz,* 
of who you haue heard ſo much, Iſaae, Iacob, Fob, Suat 
muell & Daniell, whoſe names yous lourd, you ſhall f 

Paule & Peter, whoſe ſociety you Wiſh r, al the Patri 

arkes, Prophets and A 72 that are gone before you. 
Be bold ther ſre; & be hold to dye: with Elias you half. 

ſee Chriſt clothed with your fleſh, who hath immoreas' 
 litie in his hande, & ſhal maks you raigne for euer: ! 
ume ſhall not be tedious, and your gl all havens. 2 
abont tb“ 
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|. © nownced,vexarid of 
| ſotrueitis vanity af vanities & al is hut vanity. Tou nee 
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bun, dhe Sundhetiveotethe ere liebe . 
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inhabitãts areprinces, Opretiou⸗ buildng that is not m 
with hands, & 1oyfwlltabernacleswhich God himſelfe hat 
pitched; my voice farleth & my tongecleauch to my mont 
whe ¶ wold dtclarerhe euerlaſting . God ſha 
wipe away alteurctfreour cies, & therſhalbe no moredeah 
ether ſorow nor crjing,nor yetatiy pain for thefirſt thing 
peſt; Who remãbreth ibis & ſaith not, all fleſh is graſſe, aul 
tbe yloty of man is wi the flower of the fielde. We haue ni. 
thing bere hut feare of our enimie, griefe in powertie, pain 
in bout, curꝶ 174 hes, vnſted faſtnetin frindſhip, enuyu 
authoritie;emmlation.tn hanor, change in nobilitie, ftaren 
akingdame:& a the greateſt of al princes hath 5 pro · 
| 75 in al things that is vnder the Sun, 


wacxample O my Lord & Maiſter, behold your ſel ſe & jt 
What nag mrreirrioicein the lord & loue better things, ceaſ 


1 torruptiõ, e deſirt Manu: drinb not of the 


, pudarls, but goc to the pure water of life;which is cleare u 


F  chriſtal;&procedeth out of the throne of god & of the lake 


vu ari but ene ſtep fro.this glorious bleſſing, &that is to du 
willingly & well; peak forth the ſecrets af your hart, & gint 
—— The. Lord bleſſe & kepe yon, the Lord make hi 
er $0.ſhine vpon eu and be — l vnto you, the Lori 
Aſtup bi cometenance vpon you and ſende you ptact. 
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